
gsgs
Kerang Technical High School

Handbook
 Curriculum



Creating Good Citizens
The Age 2022 Schools that Excel winner for rural/regional government schools for its sustained improvement in VCE 
results over the past decade, Kerang Technical High School continues to provide excellent academic outcomes, while 
supporting students to achieve their full potential in all areas. 
Our name, Kerang Technical High School, says it ALL.
We are the last Technical High School in the state of Victoria and have chosen to retain this name as it best represents 
what we offer our students. As a Technical High School, we successfully offer both an Academic Pathway for students 
aiming to engage with Tertiary Education as well as a Trade Pathway leading to Apprenticeships. English, Maths, 
Science, Health and Physical Education, The Arts and Humanities have always featured strongly at Kerang Technical 
High School. Our VCE results are testimony to this, with the Dux from Kerang Technical High School consistently 
receiving ATARs above 90 and 40+ Study Scores for individual subjects. 
 The Technical Wing has been a strong feature of our school for many years. It caters for students in Woodwork, 
Automotive, Agriculture, Engineering, Welding, Metalwork and Hospitality. The state-of-the-art machinery, trade qualified 
staff and the pathway offered by the Technical Wing have ensured it is integral to the school community. More recently, 
the school has undergone a refurbishment plan, with both the red brick building and the library upgraded to better reflect 
the learning needs of the students at Kerang Technical High School. A new purpose-built Food Technology wing was 
also added to cater for the Hospitality needs of our students. Our school community also benefit from a solar powered 
Chicken Coop and an iFarm, an off the grid hot house, one of only fifty in Australia.
 We are extremely proud of this dual pathway and the results we have been able to achieve. 
Our school is committed to an education that provides a learning experience enabling every student to achieve success 
within the framework of adhering to the values of Respect, Resilience, and Responsibility. This is a journey we have 
embarked on after extensive consultation with the students, parents, staff and the wider community to engage students 
in their learning. More recently, we have begun to implement a School Wide Positive Program to collaboratively develop 
the school values, build student voice and agency and teach the students to be ‘good citizens.’ Opportunities exist to 
complete courses such as the Responsible Serving of Alcohol Certificate and the Barista Certificate, both providing 
external employability skills for students at Kerang Technical High School.
KTHS has built strong relationships with agencies to provide additional support for students to assist them to be their 
best. NDCH, Headspace and Navigator provide individualised support to students, providing them with an outlet and 
strategies to deal with life’s challenges. As another support, therapy dogs make regular visits to the classroom to interact 
with the students. The wellbeing team also makes the Pantry Stop available for students to collect food, in addition to 
supplying breakfast every Wednesday.
Our school continues to individualise programs and utilise surrounding processes to help families identify the strengths, 
functional needs and educational adjustments to assist students with disability and additional learning needs.  This is 
a collaborative process involving staff, the student and parents in developing an educational program best suited to 
the individual student. Students are then supported with Education Support Staff, Tutoring Programs and Middle Years 
Literacy and Numeracy Support.
We also provide diverse services for our students. This includes Doctors in Schools, a service provided one day a week 
giving students access to a Nurse Practitioner and Registered Nurse. More recently, we employed an Art Therapist who 
uses art making and the creative process to help with mental health concerns. Kerang Technical High School also has 
a Chaplain who works three days a week with the students. 
Kerang Technical High School is enthusiastic to show what we have to offer. We welcome visits by appointments. To 
schedule a school tour to suit your availability, please contact the office on 54521062. Our Kerang Technical High School 
Facebook page is also another wonderful way to get a sense of all the positive aspects on offer at our school.

For more information visit our Web Page at www.kerangths.vic.edu.au or our Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/KerangTHS/

Mr. Dean Rogers - Principal
 

Principal’s Message
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The Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 is structured around 8 discipline-based learning areas 
and 4 core capabilities, encompassing essential knowledge and skills. 

Fundamental to learning across the curriculum are the 3 foundational skills, which describe 
observable skills required for learning, while the 3 cross-curriculum priorities add national, regional 
and global perspectives. 

The Victorian Curriculum F–10 Version 2.0 is comprehensive, knowledge-rich and interconnected, 
ensuring a cohesive and dynamic learning experience that enables students to become lifelong 
learners who are active and informed citizens that contribute to their world.

Overview of the Curriculum 
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Structure & Implementation 
Domain Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 VCE/ VET

English English English English English English

Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics Mathematics

Foundation 
Mathematics
General 
Mathematics
Maths Methods (VVLN)
Specialist 
Maths (VVLN)

Science Science Science Science Science

Physics
Chemistry
Biology
Psychology

Health & 
Physical 
Education

Health
Physical 
Education

Health
Physical 
Education

Health
Physical 
Education

Health
Physical 
Education

Health & Human
Development
Physical Education

Humanitites
History
Geography

History
Geography
Business Studies
Legal Studies

History
Geography
Careers
Business Studies
Legal Studies

History
Geography
Business Studies
Legal Studies

Legal Studies
Business Management
Modern History 1&2
Revolutions 3&4
Australian History 3&4

Language Language Language

Arts
Art
Music

Art
Music
Visual 
Communication 
Design

Art
Music
Visual 
Communication 
Design

Art
Music
Visual 
Communication 
Design

Art Creative Practice
Visual Communication 
Design

Technology

Food Studies
Metalwork
Woodwork
Digital Learning

Agriculture
Food Studies
Metalwork
Woodwork

Agriculture
Engineering
Food Studies
Metal Fabrication
Woodwork

Automotive
Engineering
Food Studies
Engineering
Metal Fabrication
Woodwork

VET Agriculture
VET Cookery
VET Automotive
VET Engineering 
Studies
VET Furnishing
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Proposed Curriculum Structure
Student Grouping Subject Periods per Fortnight Duration

Year 7

All Year 7 
subjects are 
Completed in 
form groups

English
Mathematics
Health
Physical Education
Science
Humanities - History/Geography
Language

9
9
4
4
7
7
5

Year

Art
Food Studies
Music
Technology Studies - Metal
Technology Studies - Wood
Digital Technology

5
3 of these are completed per 

semester (2 terms)

Year 8

Completed in
Form Groups

English
Mathematics
Science
Physical Education
Health
Language

9
9
7
4
3
5

Year

Visual Communication Design
Agriculture
Humanities - Business Studies
Humanities - Leagal Studies
Humanities - History / Geography

6
6
4
4
5

1 Each semester (2 terms)

Electives

Art
Food Studies
Music
Technology Studies - Metal
Technology Studies - Wood
Digital Technology

5
2 of these are completed per 

semester (2 terms)

Year 9

CORE subjects
Completed in
Form Groups

English
Mathematics
Science
Physical Education

10
10
8
5

Year

CORE subjects

Careers
Humanities - Legal Studies
Humanities - Business Studies
Humanities - History 
Humanities - Geography

5 Semester

Electives

Agriculture
Art
Food Studies
Engineering
Health
Metal Fabrication
Music
Woodwork
Visual Communication Design

5                                 Semester
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Year 
10

CORE subjects
Completed in
Form Groups

English
Mathematics
Science

10
10
10

Year

Electives

Automotive Studies
Art
Food Studies
Engineering
Health
Metal Fabrication
Woodwork
Visual Communication Design
PE  Performance
PE Development
Humanities - History
Humanities Geography
Humanities - Legal Studies
Humanities - Business Studies

5                                Semester



Year 7 Core Subjects

Domain: English

When studying English, students develop knowledge, understanding and skills across the 
3 interrelated strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Each strand contributes its own 
distinctive goals, body of knowledge, history of ideas and interests, and each focuses on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in the language modes of listening, 
speaking, reading, viewing and writing. 

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:

•	 Learn to purposefully and proficiently listen to, speak about, read, view, write, create and 
reflect on a range of texts, through their historical, cultural and social contexts and across 
an increasing level of complexity

•	 Understand how to use Standard Australian English appropriately, and in combination with 
non-linguistic forms of communication, to create meaning.

•	 Develop interest and skills in examining and analysing texts, and develop an informed 
appreciation of the aesthetic aspects of literature.

•	 Appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English 
language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form and convey ideas, and facilitate 
interaction with others.

Areas studied
•	 Author Study Creative Response 
•	 Flash Literacy 
•	 Exploring arguments 
•	 Poetry 
•	 Personal Response to Film Text 
•	 Analytical Response to Text
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Year 7 Core Subjects

Domain: Mathematics

Areas studied
•	 Number and Algebra 
•	 Probability and Statistics 
•	 perimeter, Area and Volume 
•	 Angles and Shapes 
•	 Linear relationships 
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Learning in Mathematics builds on each student’s prior learning and experiences. Students 
engage in a range of approaches to the learning and doing of mathematics that develop their 
understanding of and fluency with concepts, procedures and processes by making connections, 
reasoning, problem-solving and practice. Mathematics aims to ensure that students: 

•	 represent natural numbers in expanded form and as products of prime factors, using 
exponent notation. 

•	 solve problems involving addition and subtraction of integers and use all 4 operations in 
calculations involving positive fractions and decimals 

•	 solve practical problems involving rational numbers, percentages and ratios in spatial, 
financial and other applied contexts 

•	 use algebraic expressions to represent situations, describe the relationships between 
variables from authentic data and substitute values into formulas to determine unknown 
values.  

•	 solve linear equations with natural number solutions and verify their solutions through 
substitution 

•	 create tables of values relating to algebraic expressions and formulas, and describe how 
the values change. 

•	 apply knowledge of angle relationships and the sum of angles in a triangle and quadrilaterals 
to solve problems, giving reasons.  

•	 establish and use formulas for the areas of triangles, parallelograms and circles and the 
volumes of rectangular and triangular prisms to solve problems.  

•	 plan and conduct statistical investigations involving discrete and continuous numerical 
data, using appropriate displays.  

•	 interpret data in terms of the shape of distribution and summary statistics, identifying 
possible outliers.  



Year 7 Core Subjects

Domain: Health and Physical Education

Health and Physical Education enables students to develop skills, knowledge, understanding, 
and a willingness to positively influence both their own health and wellbeing and that of their 
communities. In an increasingly complex world that is rapidly changing, it is critical that young 
people have the support and opportunities they need to flourish as healthy, safe, active and 
informed citizens. 

The Health and Physical Education curriculum will support students to: 
•	 Analyse how stereotypes, respect, empathy and valuing diversity influence relationships.  
•	 Analyse factors that influence emotional responses and justify strategies to manage 

emotions.  
•	 Analyse the effectiveness of assertive communication strategies, protective behaviours 

and help-seeking strategies applied online and offline (interacting with others).  
•	 Propose and design strategies that can enhance their own and others’ health, safety, 

relationships and wellbeing. 
•	 Apply and transfer movement skills and movement concepts across a range of situations.  
•	 Implement and evaluate the effectiveness of movement strategies on movement outcomes.  
•	 Adapt and apply the elements of movement to compose and perform movement sequences.  
•	 Propose strategies designed to achieve personal fitness and evaluate their impact on 

health and wellbeing outcomes.  
•	 Propose and evaluate strategies designed to promote personal health and wellbeing 

outcomes.  
•	 Apply and refine strategies to support inclusion, fair play and collaboration across a range 

of movement contexts. 
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Areas studied
•	 Invasion Games 
•	 Striking and Fielding Games 
•	 Net/Wall Sports 
•	 Athletics 
•	 Fitness 
•	 Swimming

Health

Physical Education

Areas studied
•	 Health and Wellbeing 
•	 Personal Identity and Belonging 
•	 Building Resilience 
•	 Respectful Relationships 
•	 Body Image and Self-esteem 
•	 Nutrition 
•	 Personal Safety 
•	 First Aid  
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Domain: Humanities - Geography

Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the world as the 
home of humans and a diversity of places, environments and peoples. It teaches distinctive 
ways of perceiving and thinking about the world and the relationships between humans and 
the environment.

Geoography aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect for places, environments, people and cultures 
throughout the world 

•	 the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts 
•	 an understanding of atmospheric and hydrometeorological phenomena and issues the 

impacts these have on people’s lives, places and the environment.  
•	 a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, West Asia, North Africa and 

the world.  
•	 the capacity to be competent, critical and creative users of geographical methods and skills 
•	 explain the sustainable management of water as a valuable renewable resource. 
•	 explain liveability and consider the ways in which it is measured and changed by people 

Areas studied
•	 Geographical Skills 
•	 Geographical Concepts 
•	 Water in the World 
•	 Place and Liveability
•	 Geographical Fieldwork in local area

Year 7 Core Subjects



Year 7 Core Subjects
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Domain: Humanities - History

Learning in History is investigative, interpretive and creative. It asks and responds to questions 
about the past that give meaning to our shared histories and experiences, and helps in 
understanding ourselves and the actions of others.

History aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 an interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work by cultivating 
a sense of wonder and curiosity 

•	 understanding and use of historical concepts and skills, including historical questions, 
chronology, using historical sources, continuity and change, causes and consequences, 
historical significance and communicating 

•	 the capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in analysing and using sources, 
and in explaining and communicating arguments. 

•	 describe the historical significance of the histories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples’ histories and cultures, ancient societies of Europe, Africa or Asia 

•	 develop and apply historical questions to support the process of historical inquiry, when 
using historical concepts and sources across the range of historical contexts.  

•	 recognise the contested nature of the histories of early societies and apply this knowledge 
to identify and analyse different historical interpretations and debates.  

Areas studied
•	 Historical Skills 
•	 Historical Concepts 
•	 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ knowledge and understanding (Deep time to 

the modern era) 
•	 Ancient Societies (10000 BCE – 600 CE) choosing two of the following: China, Egypt, 

Greece, India or Rome.  



Domain: Science 

Science provides opportunities for students to experience the wonder of understanding the 
world scientifically. It enables students to develop an understanding of key science concepts 
and processes, the inquiry practices used to acquire and develop scientific knowledge, 
science’s contribution to our cultures and society, and applications of science in our lives.

Science aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 explain how new evidence can lead to changes in scientific knowledge 
•	 discuss how people with different understandings, skills, perspectives and worldviews have 

worked in multidisciplinary teams to develop scientific knowledge 
•	 discuss the relevant ethical, environmental, social and economic considerations associated 

with a proposed scientific response to a selected socio-scientific issue 
•	 analyse the importance of science communication in shaping viewpoints, policies and 

regulations 
•	 develop hypotheses and make reasoned predictions 
•	 plan a range of reproducible scientific investigations, document procedures and identify 

potential ethical issues 
•	 select and construct appropriate representations to organise and process data and 

information 
•	 analyse and connect data and information to identify and explain patterns, trends, 

relationships and anomalies 
•	 identify assumptions and sources of error in methods and analyse conclusions and claims 

with reference to conflicting evidence and unanswered questions 
•	 provide science-based explanations for findings, and use evidence to support conclusions 

and evaluate claims 
•	 select and use appropriate presentation formats and scientific vocabulary when 

communicating their ideas and findings 
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Areas studied
•	 Introduction to Science 
•	 Forces 
•	 The Particle Model
•	 Sun, Earth & Moon 
•	 States of Matter & Particle Model 
•	 Mixtures & the Water Cycle 
•	 Classification & Ecosystems 
•	 Simple Machines 
•	 Resources

Year 7 Core Subjects



Year 7 Semester Based Subjects

Domain: The Visual Arts

Visual arts contribute to the fields of art and craft. Learning in, through and about these fields, 
students engage critically using creative processes and artistic practices to communicate and 
make meaning.

Visual arts creative processes and practice provide insights into the impacts culture can have 
on ways of knowing, doing and being in Australia and the world. Investigating these impacts is 
integral to fostering students’ abilities to discern and understand the unique ways visual arts 
practice and creative processes can be both related and distinct to learning about culture.

The Visual Arts curriculum aims to develop students’

•	 Conceptual and perceptual ideas and representations through inquiry processes
•	 Knowledge and skills in using visual conventions, visual arts processes and materials
•	 Critical and creative thinking skills through engagement with and development of visual 

arts practice and creative processes
•	 Respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories 

and cultures of artists and craftspeople; visual arts as social and cultural practices; and 
industry as artists and viewers or audiences

•	 Confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment
•	 Personal expression through engagement with visual arts practices and ways of expressing, 

representing and communicating..

Areas studied
•	 Develop an understanding of the elements and principles of Art 
•	 Exploring a range of art materials and techniques 
•	 Maintain a folio of work 
•	 Create and display artworks 
•	 Discuss the meaning of artworks 
•	 Explore areas of interest  
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Year 7 Semester Based Subjects

Domain: Design and Technologies

In an increasingly technological and complex world, we need to develop citizens with the 
knowledge and confidence to analyse, critique and creatively respond to design needs and 
opportunities for a circular economy. Knowledge, understanding and skills involved in the 
design, development and use of technologies have a role in transforming societies, and in 
natural, managed and constructed environments.

In the Design and Technologies curriculum, students consider ethical factors including the 
economic, environmental and social impacts of technological change, and how the choice 
and use of technologies may contribute to a sustainable future. Students consider the legal, 
aesthetic and functional factors that inform the design processes.

Areas studied
•	 Basic Cookery techniques  
•	 Food Hygiene and Safety 
•	 Basic cookery processes  
•	 Basic food studies terminology  
•	 Understanding recipes 
•	 Analysing and Evaluating food products  

Food Studies

Areas studied
•	 Introductory measurement and marking skills  
•	 Introductory to basic hand skills 
•	 Introductory to basic tool use 
•	 Introductory to basic design skills  
•	 Introductory to basic drawing skills 
•	 Introductory OH&S skills  

Metalwork

Areas studied
•	 Introductory measurement and marking skills  
•	 Introductory to basic hand skills 
•	 Introductory to basic tool use 
•	 Introductory to basic design skills  
•	 Introductory to basic drawing skills 
•	 Introductory OH&S skills 

Woodwork

12
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Year 7 Semester Based Subjects

Domain: Digital Technologies

Digital Technologies empowers students to shape change by influencing how contemporary 
and emerging information systems and practices are applied to meet current and future needs. 
A deep knowledge and understanding of information systems enables students to be safe, 
respectful, creative and discerning decision-makers when they select, use and manage data, 
information, processes and digital systems to meet needs and shape preferred futures.

Digital Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure that, 
individually and collaboratively, students:

•	 Use computational thinking (decomposition, pattern recognition, abstraction, modelling 
and algorithms) to create digital solutions

•	 Use design thinking to design, create, manage and evaluate sustainable and innovative 
digital solutions to meet and redefine current and future needs

•	 Apply systems thinking to monitor, analyse, predict and shape the interactions within and 
between information systems and the impact of these systems on individuals, societies, 
economies and environments

•	 Confidently and responsibly use digital systems to efficiently and effectively automate the 
transformation of data into information and to creatively communicate ideas in a range of 
settings

•	 Apply protocols and legal practices that support the ethical collection and generation of data 
through automated and non-automated processes, and participate in safe and respectful 
communications and collaboration with audiences.

Areas studied
•	 Create, present, and analyse data 
•	 Investigate digital systems 
•	 Investigate data transmission 
•	 Use software to research, create, and communicate information 
•	 Use programming language to create a digital game 
•	 Investigate and present information which considers safety and risks in online spaces. 



Year 8 Core Subjects

Domain: English

When studying English, students develop knowledge, understanding and skills across the 
3 interrelated strands of Language, Literature and Literacy. Each strand contributes its own 
distinctive goals, body of knowledge, history of ideas and interests, and each focuses on 
developing students’ knowledge, understanding and skills in the language modes of listening, 
speaking, reading, viewing and writing. 

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:

•	 Learn to purposefully and proficiently listen to, speak about, read, view, write, create and 
reflect on a range of texts, through their historical, cultural and social contexts and across 
an increasing level of complexity

•	 Understand how to use Standard Australian English appropriately, and in combination with 
non-linguistic forms of communication, to create meaning.

•	 Develop interest and skills in examining and analysing texts, and develop an informed 
appreciation of the aesthetic aspects of literature.

•	 Appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English 
language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form and convey ideas, and facilitate 
interaction with others.

Areas studied
•	 Creative Response to text
•	 Personal Response to film text
•	 Analytical Response to text and character analysis
•	 Exploring arguments - oral and written presentation
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Year 8 Core Subjects

Domain: Mathematics

Areas studied
•	 Number and Algebra 
•	 Similarity and Pythagoras  
•	 Probability and Statistics 
•	 Perimeter, Area and Volume 
•	 Linear relationships 
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Learning in Mathematics builds on each student’s prior learning and experiences. Students 
engage in a range of approaches to the learning and doing of mathematics that develop their 
understanding of and fluency with concepts, procedures and processes by making connections, 
reasoning, problem-solving and practice. Mathematics aims to ensure that students: 
•	 apply the exponent laws to calculations with numbers involving positive integer exponents 

and solve problems involving the 4 operations with integers and positive rational numbers.  
•	 use mathematical modelling to solve practical problems involving ratios, percentages and 

rates in measurement and financial contexts. 
•	 apply algebraic properties to simplify, rearrange, expand and factorise linear expressions.  
•	 graph linear relations and solve linear equations with rational solutions and one-variable 

inequalities, graphically and algebraically.  
•	 plot linear and non-linear relations on the Cartesian plane, with and without the use of 

digital tools.  
•	 solve measurement problems involving the perimeter and area of composite shapes, and 

volume of right prisms and use Pythagoras’ theorem to solve measurement problems 
involving unknown lengths of right-angled triangles.  

•	 use formulas to solve problems involving the area and circumference of circles.  
•	 identify conditions for congruency and similarity in triangles and other common shapes, 

and design and test algorithms to test for congruency and similarity.  
•	 conduct statistical investigations and explain the implications of obtaining data through 

sampling and analyse and describe the distribution of data.  
•	 compare the variation in distributions of random samples of the same and different size  
•	 represent the possible combinations of 2 events with tables and diagrams, and determine 

related probabilities to solve practical problems. 



Year 8 Core Subjects

Domain: Health and Physical Education

Health and Physical Education enables students to develop skills, knowledge, understanding, 
and a willingness to positively influence both their own health and wellbeing and that of their 
communities. In an increasingly complex world that is rapidly changing, it is critical that young 
people have the support and opportunities they need to flourish as healthy, safe, active and 
informed citizens. 

The Health and Physical Education curriculum will support students to: 
•	 Analyse how stereotypes, respect, empathy and valuing diversity influence relationships.  
•	 Analyse factors that influence emotional responses and justify strategies to manage 

emotions.  
•	 Analyse the effectiveness of assertive communication strategies, protective behaviours 

and help-seeking strategies applied online and offline (interacting with others).  
•	 Propose and design strategies that can enhance their own and others’ health, safety, 

relationships and wellbeing. 
•	 Apply and transfer movement skills and movement concepts across a range of situations.  
•	 Implement and evaluate the effectiveness of movement strategies on movement outcomes.  
•	 Adapt and apply the elements of movement to compose and perform movement sequences.  
•	 Propose strategies designed to achieve personal fitness and evaluate their impact on 

health and wellbeing outcomes.  
•	 Propose and evaluate strategies designed to promote personal health and wellbeing 

outcomes.  
•	 Apply and refine strategies to support inclusion, fair play and collaboration across a range 

of movement contexts. 
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Areas studied
•	 Swimming
•	 Invasion Games 
•	 Striking and Fielding Games 
•	 Net/Wall Sports 
•	 Athletics 
•	 Fitness 

Areas studied
•	 Health and Wellbeing 
•	 Personal Identity and Belonging 
•	 Building Resilience 
•	 Respectful Relationships 
•	 Body Image and Self-esteem 
•	 Nutrition 
•	 Personal Safety 
•	 First Aid  

Health

Physical Education



Year 8 Core Subjects

Domain: Science 

Science provides opportunities for students to experience the wonder of understanding the 
world scientifically. It enables students to develop an understanding of key science concepts 
and processes, the inquiry practices used to acquire and develop scientific knowledge, 
science’s contribution to our cultures and society, and applications of science in our lives. 

Science aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 explain how new evidence can lead to changes in scientific knowledge 
•	 discuss how people with different understandings, skills, perspectives and worldviews have 

worked in multidisciplinary teams to develop scientific knowledge 
•	 discuss the relevant ethical, environmental, social and economic considerations associated 

with a proposed scientific response to a selected socio-scientific issue 
•	 analyse the importance of science communication in shaping viewpoints, policies and 

regulations 
•	 develop hypotheses and make reasoned predictions 
•	 plan a range of reproducible scientific investigations, document procedures and identify 

potential ethical issues 
•	 select and construct appropriate representations to organise and process data and 

information 
•	 analyse and connect data and information to identify and explain patterns, trends, 

relationships and anomalies 
•	 identify assumptions and sources of error in methods and analyse conclusions and claims 

with reference to conflicting evidence and unanswered questions 
•	 provide science-based explanations for findings, and use evidence to support conclusions 

and evaluate claims 
•	 select and use appropriate presentation formats and scientific vocabulary when 

communicating their ideas and findings 
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Areas studied
•	 Atoms, Elements & Compounds 
•	 Cells & Microscopes 
•	 Rocks, Minerals & Resources 
•	 Energy
•	 Systems
•	 Electricity
•	 Physical & Chemical Change 
•	 Plate Tectonics
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Domain: Humanities - Geography

Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the world as the 
home of humans and a diversity of places, environments and peoples. It teaches distinctive 
ways of perceiving and thinking about the world and the relationships between humans and 
the environment.

Geoography aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect for places, environments, people and cultures 
throughout the world 

•	 the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts 
•	 an understanding of geomorphological phenomena and issues the impacts these have on 

people’s lives, places and the environment.  
•	 a deep geographical knowledge of their own locality, Australia, Asia, the United State of 

America and the world.  
•	 analyse ways that human activities change landforms and landscapes and ways of 

managing and protecting them. 
•	 explain the processes and patterns of urbanisation, issues for the sustainability of Australia’s 

cities and impacts of climate change. 

Areas studied
•	 Geographical Skills 
•	 Geographical Concepts 
•	 Landforms and landscapes
•	 Changing Nations
•	 Geographical Fieldwork in the local area

Year 8 Semester Based Core Subjects
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Domain: Humanities - History

Learning in History is investigative, interpretive and creative. It asks and responds to questions 
about the past that give meaning to our shared histories and experiences, and helps in 
understanding ourselves and the actions of others.

History aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 an interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work by cultivating 
a sense of wonder and curiosity 

•	 understanding and use of historical concepts and skills, including historical questions, 
chronology, using historical sources, continuity and change, causes and consequences, 
historical significance and communicating 

•	 the capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in analysing and using sources, 
and in explaining and communicating arguments. 

•	  explain the features, content and context of primary and secondary sources and apply 
historical questions when drawing inferences from sources 

•	 interpret the information from historical sources by analysing and verifying their accuracy 
and value as historical evidence. 

•	 recognise and explain varied patterns and forms of continuity and change in the societies 
they have studied and identify and explain the significant events, individuals, ideas and 
developments that contributed continuity and change. 

Areas studied
•	 Historical Skills 
•	 Historical Concepts 
•	 Europe and the Mediterranean World (c. 600 – 1750 CE) choosing atleast one from the 

following: Medieval Europe, The Ottoman Empire, Vikings, Renaissance Italy, The Spanish 
and the Americas, or the emergence of the modern world in Europe. 

•	 Asia and the Pacific region (c. 600 – 1750 CE) choosing at least one from the following: The 
Polynesian expansion across the Pacific, Japan under the shoguns, Angkor/Khmer Empire, 
Mongol expansion 

Year 8 Semester Based Core Subjects
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Domain: Humanities - Business Studies

The Economics and Business curriculum develops students’ economic, business, 
entrepreneurial, work and financial literacy so they can participate confidently and responsibly 
in Australia’s economy. Through building knowledge and practical skills, students are better 
equipped to manage personal finances, make informed consumer and business decisions, 
contribute productively to workplaces, and avoid financial mismanagement. In an increasingly 
interconnected world shaped by global flows of people, resources, finance and information, 
the curriculum prepares students to respond thoughtfully to social, economic, environmental 
and ethical challenges. This learning supports young Australians to become informed decision-
makers, enterprising individuals and active participants in local, national and global economies.

Geoography aims to ensure that students develop:

By the end of Level 8, students are able to:
•	 Explain how free markets influence the allocation of resources.
•	 Describe why businesses exist, categorise different types of businesses, and analyse the 

role of entrepreneurship in identifying and taking advantage of market opportunities.
•	 Describe ways Australians earn income and analyse changes in the nature of work, 

including predicting future work trends.
•	 Outline how Australia’s taxation system operates and explain why individuals and businesses 

plan to achieve financial goals.
•	 Identify the legal and ethical rights and responsibilities of consumers and businesses, 

including recognising and avoiding financial scams.
•	 Develop and apply inquiry questions to investigate contemporary economic, business, 

work and financial issues.
•	 Locate, select, organise, interpret and analyse information and data from a range of sources, 

including graphs, models and texts, to identify trends and cause-and-effect relationships.
•	 Develop, analyse and present informed responses to economic and business issues, using 

appropriate concepts, terminology and evidence from sources.

Areas studied
•	 Economic Literacy
•	 Business and Entrepreneurship 
•	 Work
•	 Consumer and Financial literacy
•	 Business and Economic Skills

Year 8 Semester Based Core Subjects
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Domain: Humanities - Legal Studies

Legal Studies equips students with the knowledge, skills and values needed to participate 
actively and responsibly in Australia’s democracy and in an interconnected world. The 
curriculum develops students’ understanding of community, identity and diversity, Australia’s 
federal system of government, democratic institutions, legal systems and the liberal democratic 
values that underpin them, including freedom, equality and the rule of law. Students investigate 
how governments are formed and held accountable, how rights and responsibilities support a 
just and stable society, and how individuals and groups can influence civic life. Emphasising 
inclusivity and respect in a culturally diverse, multi-faith and secular nation, the curriculum 
acknowledges the contributions of all Australians, including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples. Through inquiry and engagement with contemporary issues, students 
develop informed perspectives and the capacity to contribute positively as active, reflective 
and informed citizens at local, national and global levels.

By the end of Level 8, students are able to:

•	 Analyse the roles of key institutions and political actors in Australia’s democracy and how 
citizens participate in democratic processes.

•	 Explain the characteristics and types of law in Australia, including the principles and features 
of the Australian legal system and how citizens can participate in lawmaking.

•	 Discuss democratic values and their influence on contemporary Australian society, including 
diverse perspectives on citizenship and identity.

•	 Describe the nature of Australian society and how people express identity and community, 
including cultural and religious diversity.

•	 Explain the values that support social cohesion in Australian society.
•	 Compare a range of sources and perspectives to refine inquiry questions about contemporary 

political, legal and civic issues.
•	 Analyse how democratic values and principles are expressed in institutions and identify 

who exercises power within them.
•	 Develop and present evidence-based analyses of civics and citizenship issues, including 

explanations of different forms of civic participation and democratic decision-making.

Areas studied
•	 Government and Democracy
•	 Law and Citizens
•	 Citizenship, diversity and identity. 
•	 Civics and Citizenship Skills

Year 8 Semester Based Core Subjects



Year 8 Semester Based Core Subjects

Domain: The Visual Arts - 
Visual Communication Design

Students analyse how visual language and visual communication practices are used in visual 
communication designs they create and experience. They describe ways designers across 
cultures, times, places and other contexts communicate ideas and information in a range 
of contexts and fields of design practice, including the work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples. They identify and describe the ethical, legal and cultural responsibilities 
of designers working across fields of design practice and apply these principles in their own 
design practice.

The Visual Communication Design curriculum aims to develop students’:

•	 ability to work independently and collaboratively to find, reframe and address human-
centred design problems and opportunities

•	 creative design thinking strategies and visual communication design practices
•	 skills in drawing and making to develop visual communication designs using a range of 

media, materials and methods
•	 ability to manipulate the design elements and principles to communicate ideas and 

information across fields of design practice
•	 respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories and 

cultures of designers; visual communication design as social and cultural practices; and 
industry

•	 understanding of design’s influence, and the influences of design in past, present and future 
contexts, including economic, technological, cultural, environmental and social factors.

Areas studied
•	 Manual and digital drawing
•	 The Design Process
•	 Application of elements and principles
•	 Technical Drawing Conventions
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Year 8 Semester Based Core Subjects

Domain: Design and Technologies - Agriculture

Design and Technologies engages students to create quality designed solutions for identified 
needs and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. Students plan and produce 
designed solutions and manage projects independently, collaboratively and in teams, from 
conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to 
investigate, generate, evaluate, iterate and improve design ideas, processes and solutions. 
They plan and produce designed solutions. They develop a sense of pride, satisfaction and 
enjoyment from their ability to design and produce innovative designed products, services 
and environments.

Design and Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure 
that, individually and collaboratively, students:

•	 develop awareness and confidence as critical users of technologies of designed solutions 
•	 investigate, generate, iterate and analyse to determine ethical and innovative designed 

solutions for sustainable futures
•	 use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a 

range of audiences
•	 produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and 

manipulating a range of tools, materials, systems and components competently and safely, 
and managing processes

•	 evaluate processes and designed solutions, and transfer and apply knowledge and skills 
to new situations

•	 understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations 
and how these occupations contribute to society.

Areas studied
•	 Farm safety 
•	 The paddock to the plate process  
•	 Students grow a variety of herbs, fruit and vegetables 
•	 Livestock:  Cattle, Sheep Pigs, Goats and Poultry 
•	 Livestock production systems: Intensive/extensive
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Year 8 Semester Based Elective Subjects

Domain: Design and Technologies

Areas studied
•	 Basic Cookery techniques  
•	 Food Hygiene and Safety 
•	 Basic cookery processes  
•	 Basic food studies terminology  
•	 Understanding recipes 
•	 Analysing and Evaluating food products  

Food Studies

Areas studied
•	 Developing measurement and marking skills  
•	 Developing basic hand skills 
•	 Developing basic tool use 
•	 Developing basic design skills  
•	 Developing basic drawing skills 
•	 Developing OH&S skills  

Metalwork

Areas studied
•	 Developing measurement and marking skills  
•	 Developing basic hand skills 
•	 Developing basic tool use 
•	 Developing basic design skills  
•	 Developing basic drawing skills 
•	 Developing OH&S skills 

Woodwork

In each of the Design Technology subjects students explain how people design, innovate and 
produce products, services and environments that address ethical considerations Design and 
Technologies aims to:

•	 develop awareness and confidence as critical users of technologies of designed solutions 
•	 investigate, generate, iterate and analyse to determine ethical and innovative designed 

solutions for sustainable futures
•	 use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a 

range of audiences
•	 produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and 

manipulating a range of tools, materials, systems and components competently and safely, 
and managing processes

•	 evaluate processes and designed solutions, and transfer and apply knowledge and skills 
to new situations

•	 understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations 
and how these occupations contribute to society.
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Year 9 Core Subjects

Domain: English

Students engage with a variety of texts for enjoyment and learning. They analyse, interpret, 
evaluate, discuss, create and perform a wide range of texts. Texts may include various types 
of media texts such as film, digital and online texts, novels, non-fiction, poetry, dramatic 
performances and multimodal texts. Themes and issues may involve levels of abstraction, 
higher-order reasoning and intertextual references. Students are beginning to develop a 
critical understanding of how texts, language, and visual and audio features are influenced by 
context.

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:

•	 Learn to purposefully and proficiently listen to, speak about, read, view, write, create and 
reflect on a range of texts, through their historical, cultural and social contexts and across 
an increasing level of complexity

•	 Understand how to use Standard Australian English appropriately, and in combination with 
non-linguistic forms of communication, to create meaning.

•	 Develop interest and skills in examining and analysing texts, and develop an informed 
appreciation of the aesthetic aspects of literature.

•	 Appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English 
language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form and convey ideas, and facilitate 
interaction with others.

Areas studied
•	 Exploring arguments and presenting argument analysis 
•	 Analytical response to text and character analysis 
•	 Personal response to film text 
•	 Oral presentation 
•	 Creative response to text
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Year 9 Core Subjects

Domain: Mathematics

Areas studied
•	 Number and algebra 
•	 Pythagoras and Trigonometry 
•	 Probability and statistics 
•	 Financial mathematics 
•	 Factorising and quadratics 
•	 Measurement 
•	 Linear relationships 
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Learning in Mathematics builds on each student’s prior learning and experiences. Students 
engage in a range of approaches to the learning and doing of mathematics that develop their 
understanding of and fluency with concepts, procedures and processes by making connections, 
reasoning, problem-solving and practice. Mathematics aims to ensure that students: 
•	 extend and apply the exponent laws with positive integers and the zero exponent to 

variables.  
•	 expand binomial products and factorise monic quadratic expressions.  
•	 find the distance between 2 points on the Cartesian plane, sketch linear graphs and find the 

gradient and midpoint of a line segment.  
•	 solve problems involving change, including simple interest in financial contexts and change 

in other applied contexts,  
•	 graph quadratic functions and use null factor law to solve monic quadratic equations with 

integer roots algebraically 
•	 apply formulas to solve problems involving the surface area and volume of right prisms, 

cylinders and composite shapes.  
•	 apply Pythagoras’ theorem and use trigonometric ratios to solve problems involving right-

angled triangles.  
•	 apply the enlargement transformation to images of shapes and objects, and interpret 

results.  
•	 compare and analyse the distributions of multiple numerical data sets, describe features of 

these data sets using summary statistics and the shape of distributions, and consider the 
effect of outliers.  

•	 determine sets of outcomes for two-step chance experiments and represent these in 
various ways. 



Year 9 Core Subjects

Domain: Health and Physical Education - 
Physical Education

Physical Education enables students to develop skills, knowledge, understanding, and 
a willingness to positively influence both their own health and wellbeing and that of their 
communities. In an increasingly complex world that is rapidly changing, it is critical that young 
people have the support and opportunities they need to flourish as healthy, safe, active and 
informed citizens. 

The Physical Education curriculum will support students to: 
•	 Evaluate and refine their own and others’ movement skills and performances, and apply 

movement concepts in challenging or unfamiliar situations. 
•	 Adapt and transfer movement skills and strategies to unfamiliar situations and evaluate the 

effectiveness to achieve successful outcomes. 
•	 Apply criteria to evaluate and refine their own and others’ movement performances. 
•	 Critique the effectiveness of strategies designed to enhance health, fitness and wellbeing. 
•	 Apply and evaluate leadership approaches, collaboration strategies and ethical behaviours 

across a range of movement contexts. 
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Areas studied
•	 Invasion Games 
•	 Striking and Fielding Games 
•	 Net/Wall Sports 
•	 Athletics 
•	 Fitness 
•	 Dance 
•	 First Aid   
•	 Swimming
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Domain: Humanities - Geography

Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the world as the 
home of humans and a diversity of places, environments and peoples. It teaches distinctive 
ways of perceiving and thinking about the world and the relationships between humans and 
the environment.

Geoography aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect for places, environments, people and cultures 
throughout the world 

•	 the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts. 
•	 explain the impacts of human activity on environments, and the effect of environments on 

human activity, over time.  
•	 evaluate the distribution of a geographical phenomenon and its implications. 
•	 evaluate strategies to address a geographical phenomenon, issue or challenge using 

environmental, social and economic criteria. 
•	 analyse sustainability and how it can be considered to understand environmental issues. 

Areas studied
•	 Geographical Skills 
•	 Geographical Concepts 
•	 Biomes and Food Security 
•	 Geographies of Interconnections. 
•	 Geographical Fieldwork in the local area 

Year 9 Core Subjects



Year 9 Core Subjects

29

Domain: Humanities - History

Learning in History is investigative, interpretive and creative. It asks and responds to questions 
about the past that give meaning to our shared histories and experiences, and helps in 
understanding ourselves and the actions of others.

History aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 an interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work by cultivating 
a sense of wonder and curiosity 

•	 understanding and use of historical concepts and skills, including historical questions, 
chronology, using historical sources, continuity and change, causes and consequences, 
historical significance and communicating 

•	 the capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in analysing and using sources, 
and in explaining and communicating arguments. 

•	 evaluate the significant events, developments and ideas that shaped the modern world, 
including histories of Australia, the WWI and the Industrial revolution.  

•	 organise historical narratives of events, ideas and developments in chronological order 
to explain varied patterns and forms of continuity and change and their causes and 
consequences.  

•	 evaluate historical sources by verifying and corroborating their accuracy and value as 
historical evidence. 

Areas studied
•	 Historical Skills 
•	 Historical Concepts 
•	 Historical Overview: Making of the modern world.  
•	 Australia (1750 – 1914) 
•	 Australia at War – WWI (1914 – 1918) 
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Domain: Humanities - Business Studies

Students will  acquire effective economic, business, entrepreneurial, and consumer and 
financial literacy skills and knowledge, combined with an ability to operate effectively in a 
work setting, are better equipped to manage personal finances successfully, run a business 
profitably and avoid the mismanagement that may lead to personal debt and other financial 
problems.

Global flows of people, resources, finances and information create social, economic, political 
and environmental complexities and challenges. Consequently, Australia needs enterprising 
individuals and businesses who embrace opportunity, are informed decision-makers and have 
the capacity to make an economic contribution. Young Australians will all face social, economic, 
environmental and ethical challenges in their lifetime. These will impact both personal economic 
decision-making and their lives generally. It is critical, therefore, that students be equipped with 
the knowledge, understanding and skills to respond effectively to the challenges they will face 
as consumers, employees, future entrepreneurs and participants in the local, national and 
global economies.

Economics and Business aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 knowledge about and understanding of work and business environments within the 
Australian economy.

•	 understanding of resource allocation, opportunity cost and economic decision-making, 
and application of these concepts to the economy, the business environment and 
entrepreneurship, work and work futures, and consumer and financial literacy

•	 understanding of the importance of being a participant in the economy through work, 
operating a business.

•	 appreciation of the key economic and business issues affecting contemporary Australian 
society, and an understanding of how Australia interacts and is interdependent with the 
global economy, including the Asia region

•	 reasoning and interpretation skills through application of economics and business concepts 
and theory to economics and business issues and events, modelling problem-solving and 
economic decision-making

•	 skills required for inquiry, including questioning and researching, interpreting and analysing, 
decision-making and communicating.

Areas studied
•	 Economic Literacy
•	 Business and Entrepreneurship 
•	 Work
•	 Consumer and Financial literacy
•	 Business and Economic Skills

Year 9 Core Subjects
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Domain: Humanities - Legal Studies

Legal Studies provides students with opportunities to investigate legal and civic systems, and 
examine the nature of citizenship, diversity and identity in contemporary society. Students 
develop knowledge and understanding of Australia’s democratic political culture, and our 
representative democracy and its key institutions, processes, people and actors. Emphasis 
is often placed on the federal system of government, and our democratic institutions and 
systems, which are derived from the Westminster system. The liberal democratic values that 
underpin our democracy, such as freedom, equality and the rule of law, are given prominence 
throughout. The curriculum examines how the people, as citizens, choose their governments 
and keep them accountable; how the system safeguards democracy by vesting people with 
civic rights and responsibilities; how legal systems are designed to maintain peace and stability 
and to protect people’s rights and promote justice; and how individuals and groups can influence 
society. Students evaluate the extent to which these institutions and systems achieve these 
aims.

Civics and Citizenship aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 a lifelong engagement with civic life as active and informed citizens, who develop and 
maintain a sense of belonging in their communities in the context of Australia as a secular, 
democratic nation with a dynamic, culturally diverse and multi-faith society, with a Christian 
heritage, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nations

•	 an understanding of and a commitment to the core concepts of active citizenship from local 
to global; community, identity and diversity; democratic institutions and systems; democratic 
values; and legal systems

•	 skills including investigating contemporary civics and citizenship issues; evaluating 
democratic institutions and systems; participating in civic processes; and communicating

•	 the capabilities and dispositions to participate responsibly in the civic life of their communities 
and as people in an interconnected and interdependent world.

Areas studied
•	 Government and Democracy
•	 Law and Citizens
•	 Citizenship, diversity and identity. 
•	 Civics and Citizenship Skills

Year 9 Core Subjects
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Domain: Humanities - Careers

Students will develop their knowledge and understanding of themselves, education, training and 
employment pathways and options. They will research how the work environment is changing 
in contemporary Australia and analyse the implications on current and future workplaces 
including developing their knowledge of workplace safety. Students will begin developing a 
resume and cover letters, learn how to apply for various areas of employment and undertake 
work experience activities.

Areas studied
•	 Employability skills
•	 Morrisby Career Mapping tool
•	 Career Action Plan
•	 Workplace safety

Year 9 Core Subjects



Year 9 Core Subjects

Domain: Science 

Science provides opportunities for students to experience the wonder of understanding the 
world scientifically. It enables students to develop an understanding of key science concepts 
and processes, the inquiry practices used to acquire and develop scientific knowledge, 
science’s contribution to our cultures and society, and applications of science in our lives. 

Science aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 analyse the importance of different scientific methods, critique, replication, publication and 
peer review in the development of scientific knowledge 

•	 discuss how scientific information and misinformation may inform personal and social 
decision-making and influence priorities for scientific research 

•	 formulate and refine questions and hypotheses to make reasoned predictions, test 
relationships, and develop explanatory models 

•	 plan a range of valid, reproducible and safe scientific investigations and explain how they 
have addressed any ethical and cultural considerations 

•	 select and use equipment to generate and record data, ensuring the use of suitable sample 
sizes and assessing the precision of multiple measurement readings 

•	 select and construct a range of appropriate representations to organise, process and 
summarise data and information 

•	 evaluate the validity and reproducibility of investigation methods including ways to improve 
the quality of data, and the validity of conclusions and claims 

•	 provide evidence-based explanations for findings and construct logical arguments based 
on the evaluation of multiple sources of evidence to justify conclusions and assess claims 

•	 select and use appropriate presentation formats, scientific content, vocabulary, models, 
conventions, formulas and other representations to communicate to diverse audiences 
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Areas studied
•	 Atoms
•	 Space Exploration
•	 Electricity
•	 Reproduction
•	 Chemical Reaction
•	 Control and Regulation
•	 Energy Generation and Efficiency
•	 Carbon Cycle



Year 9 Semester Based Electives Subjects

Domain: The Visual Arts - 
Visual Communication Design

Students analyse how visual language and visual communication practices are used in visual 
communication designs they create and experience. They describe ways designers across 
cultures, times, places and other contexts communicate ideas and information in a range 
of contexts and fields of design practice, including the work of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples. They identify and describe the ethical, legal and cultural responsibilities 
of designers working across fields of design practice and apply these principles in their own 
design practice.

The Visual Communication Design curriculum aims to develop students’:

•	 ability to work independently and collaboratively to find, reframe and address human-
centred design problems and opportunities

•	 creative design thinking strategies and visual communication design practices
•	 skills in drawing and making to develop visual communication designs using a range of 

media, materials and methods
•	 ability to manipulate the design elements and principles to communicate ideas and 

information across fields of design practice
•	 respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories and 

cultures of designers; visual communication design as social and cultural practices; and 
industry

•	 understanding of design’s influence, and the influences of design in past, present and future 
contexts, including economic, technological, cultural, environmental and social factors.

Areas studied
•	 Manual and digital drawing
•	 The Design Process
•	 Application of elements and principles
•	 Technical Drawing Conventions
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Domain: The Visual Arts - Art

Students learn about visual techniques, technologies, skills and media of local and global 
artists and craftspeople. Students   develop their own artworks with integrity and understanding 
of distinctions between art and culture. Students explore different perspectives to develop and 
expand perceptual, conceptual and cultural understanding, critical reasoning and practical 
skills. From this, students develop confident and proficient practices to achieve a personally 
responsive and distinctive visual aesthetic.

The Visual Arts curriculum aims to develop students’:

•	 conceptual and perceptual ideas and representations through inquiry processes
•	 knowledge and skills in using visual conventions, visual arts processes and materials
•	 critical and creative thinking skills through engagement with and development of visual arts 

practice and creative processes
•	 respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories and 

cultures of artists and craftspeople; visual arts as social and cultural practices; and industry 
as artists and viewers or audiences

•	 confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment
•	 personal expression through engagement with visual arts practices and ways of expressing, 

representing and communicating.

Areas studied
•	 Develop an understanding of the elements and principles of Art 
•	 Explore drawing, printmaking and clay work 
•	 Document the planning of artworks 
•	 Create and display artworks 
•	 Discuss the meaning of artworks  
•	 Explore areas of personal interest 
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Domain: Design and Technologies - Agriculture

Design and Technologies engages students to create quality designed solutions for identified 
needs and opportunities across a range of technologies contexts. Students plan and produce 
designed solutions and manage projects independently, collaboratively and in teams, from 
conception to realisation. They apply design and systems thinking and design processes to 
investigate, generate, evaluate, iterate and improve design ideas, processes and solutions. 
They plan and produce designed solutions. They develop a sense of pride, satisfaction and 
enjoyment from their ability to design and produce innovative designed products, services 
and environments.

Design and Technologies aims to develop the knowledge, understanding and skills to ensure 
that, individually and collaboratively, students:

•	 develop awareness and confidence as critical users of technologies of designed solutions 
•	 investigate, generate, iterate and analyse to determine ethical and innovative designed 

solutions for sustainable futures
•	 use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a 

range of audiences
•	 produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and 

manipulating a range of tools, materials, systems and components competently and safely, 
and managing processes

•	 evaluate processes and designed solutions, and transfer and apply knowledge and skills 
to new situations

•	 understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations 
and how these occupations contribute to society.

Areas studied
•	 Sustainable Agriculture
•	 The Importance of Bees 
•	 Technology in Agriculture
•	 Chemicals 
•	 Fencing
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Domain: Design and Technologies

Areas studied
•	 Basic Cookery techniques  
•	 Food Hygiene and Safety 
•	 Basic cookery processes  
•	 Basic food studies terminology  
•	 Understanding recipes 
•	 Analysing and Evaluating food products  

Food Studies

In each subject students explain how people consider factors that affect design decisions, 
and the technologies used to design and produce products, services and environments that 
address ethical considerations. Design and Technologies aims to:

•	 develop awareness and confidence as critical users of technologies of designed solutions 
•	 investigate, generate, iterate and analyse to determine ethical and innovative designed 

solutions for sustainable futures
•	 use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a 

range of audiences
•	 produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and 

manipulating a range of tools, materials, systems and components competently and safely, 
and managing processes

•	 evaluate processes and designed solutions, and transfer and apply knowledge and skills 
to new situations

•	 understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations 
and how these occupations contribute to society.
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Domain: Design and Technologies

In each subject students explain how people consider factors that affect design decisions, 
and the technologies used to design and produce products, services and environments that 
address ethical considerations. Design and Technologies aims to:

•	 develop awareness and confidence as critical users of technologies of designed solutions 
•	 investigate, generate, iterate and analyse to determine ethical and innovative designed 

solutions for sustainable futures
•	 use design and systems thinking to generate design ideas and communicate these to a 

range of audiences
•	 produce designed solutions suitable for a range of technologies contexts by selecting and 

manipulating a range of tools, materials, systems and components competently and safely, 
and managing processes

•	 evaluate processes and designed solutions, and transfer and apply knowledge and skills 
to new situations

•	 understand the roles and responsibilities of people in design and technologies occupations 
and how these occupations contribute to society.

Year 9 Semester Based Electives Subjects

Areas studied
•	 Consolidating measurement and marking skills  
•	 Consolidating basic hand skills 
•	 Consolidating basic tool use 
•	 Consolidating basic design skills  
•	 Consolidating basic drawing skills 
•	 Consolidating OH&S skills  

Metalwork

Areas studied
•	 Consolidating measurement and marking skills  
•	 Consolidating basic hand skills 
•	 Consolidating basic tool use 
•	 Consolidating basic design skills  
•	 Consolidating basic drawing skills 
•	 Consolidating OH&S skills 

Woodwork

Areas studied
•	 Development of measurement and marking skills
•	 Development of hand skills
•	 Development of tool and basic machine use
•	 Development of design skills
•	 Development of drawing skills
•	 Development OH&S skills

Engineering



Domain: Health and Physical Education - Health

Health enables students to develop skills, knowledge, understanding, and a willingness to 
positively influence both their own health and wellbeing and that of their communities. In an 
increasingly complex world that is rapidly changing, it is critical that young people have the 
support and opportunities they need to flourish as healthy, safe, active and informed citizens. 

The Health curriculum will support students to: 
•	 Propose and evaluate personal strategies to manage their identities and responses to 

change and transitions. 
•	 Evaluate how attitudes and beliefs about equality, respect, diversity and inclusion influence 

the nature and quality of relationships. 
•	 Evaluate personal strategies to manage emotional responses to different situations and 

reflect on the impact of their ability to manage these responses on health and wellbeing. 
•	 Propose and evaluate strategies to manage online and offline situations where their own or 

others’ health, safety, relationships or wellbeing may be negatively impacted.  
•	 Synthesise health information from credible sources to propose and justify strategies 

that can enhance their own, others’ and the community’s health, safety, relationships and 
wellbeing. 
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Areas studied
•	 Dimensions of Health 
•	 Stages of Life 
•	 Nutrition 
•	 Respectful Relationships 
•	 Drugs, Alcohol & Vaping  

Year 9 Semester Based Elective Subjects



In Year 10 students complete 3 core subjects and 3 elective subjects each Semester. 
All students in Year 10 will undertake the following core subjects:
•	 English
•	 Mathematics
•	 Science
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Year 10 Subjects Offered 

As students enter Senior School they have been exposed to a variety of subjects across all domains 
throughout Junior School. The school curriculum plan recognises that in Senior years of schooling 
some students begin to focus on areas of specialisation related to both their future schooling and 
intended pathways beyond school.
This can include commencement of aspects of their VCE qualification, including VET qualifications.
As mandated by the Education Department, Students are expected to choose a unit of Physical 
Education for at least one semester in Year 10.

Aims

Year 10 should provide students with an opportunity to:
•	 choose a course to suit their needs and interests;
•	 perform to the best of their ability;
•	 be motivated towards learning;
•	 prepare well for the transition from school to work and/or further training; and
•	 prepare adequately for Years 11 and 12.

This is an important time for preparation for the future. Students are advised to extend existing 
interests and obtain grounding for Year 11 and 12 and for life after school.

Selection of Subjects
Students will study the three core units and three electives each semester. These electives should 
be placed in order of preference from a selection sheet. From here a grid will be formulated to best 
accommodate the selections from the students.
1.	 Students Core subjects will be pre-filled
2.	 Subject Choices made from a list of units on offer at KTHS. Students must select 8 subjects 	
	 they wish to study in order of preference.
3.	 The senior Grid constructed from data obtained from the subject choices.
4.	 Any students who have chosen subjects, which KTHS is not able to offer, or who have chosen
	  subjects, which clash on the grid, will be further counselled and asked to make another 
	 selection.
5.	 Student/parent Interview with a panel of counsellors if required.

Every endeavour will be made to accommodate the student preferences from the initial choices. 
However, the construction of the Grid may mean that some students will be required to make 
changes from their initial preferences.
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A course selection sheet must be filled out and signed by a parent. 

Course Selection Sheet

•	 Aim for a balance across all subject areas.
•	 Read the subject descriptions in this handbook.
•	 Discuss with parents and teachers.
•	 Find out which subjects would be useful for Year 11 VCE/VET.

Advice in making choices

A VCE or VET unit counts as an elective. A year 10 student will complete 3 core subjects and 
6 elective subjects per year (9 subjects in total). Each core subject counts as one subject even 
though it lasts for the whole year.

YEAR 10

Year 10 students may elect to do a VCE or VET subject. These options require counselling and 
approval from Senior School Manager.

Including a VCE/VET subject

1	 Your Core subjects will be allocated.
2	 You cannot repeat subjects that have been completed successfully.
3	 Students must select at least ONE unit of Physical Education.
4	 Year 10 students may elect to do a VCE or VET Unit instead of a Year 10 subject. This 
requires prior arrangement from Senior School Manager with consultation from the relevant VCE/
VET teacher.

Selection Rules

Students are expected to do regular homework and study for at least 1 1/2 hours per week night. 
At the beginning of each year students will receive a Student Record Book which is expected to 
be used in class to organise their time effectively. Homework expectations have been published 
in this book. The Student Record book will be used on occasions by teachers to communicate 
with parents. We request that parents regularly check and sign the Record Book and this will be 
checked by Home group teachers.

Homework

There are no pre-requisites for Year 11 V.C.E. subjects, but each subject area will recommend that 
some electives should be studied in that area prior to undertaking the VCE/VET subjects. Students 
are advised to read each subject section in this handbook and prepare well for year 11 and 12. 
They may also discus with the relevant teacher as to their suitability and skill set particularly the 
skills for VET subjects.

Pre-requisites for Year 11 VCE/VET
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Choosing Year 10 electives must be done with a thought to future schooling and employment. To 
check on the level of education and subjects needed for any proposed career, visiting 
www.myfuture.edu.au will provide you with a number of resources including quizzes designed 
to assist in choosing your career pathway. Further to this, our Careers Teacher is available for 
consultation with both students and parents and would welcome the opportunity to assist.

Thinking about the Future...

THS students have the opportunity to bring their own personal digital learning device 
(BYOD - laptop or tablet computer).

The BYOD booklet contains information for parents, carers and students on suitable devices, our 
BYOD policy, purchasing options and support resources. Students and families can design their 
digital learning through selecting a device that best suits their learning needs and future pathways.

Students have three options:

1.	 Purchase a recommended device from our supplier
2.	 Purchase a recommended device from an independent store
3.	 Bring a suitable device from home if they already own one.

Full details and the Acceptable Use Agreement can be found at http://kerangths.vic.edu.au

Bring Your Own Device
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Year 10 students must complete 6 electives during the year. They can also include VCE and VET 
subjects. 18 Electives on offer

The Arts Health & PE Humanities Technology

Art
(10AT)

Health
(10HE)

History
(10HI)

Automotive Studies
(10AS)

Visual   
Communication 

Design
(10VIS)

PE Performance
(10PEP)

Legal Studies
(10LS)

Food Studies
(10FS)

PE Development
(10PED)

Business Studies
(10BU)

Metal Fabrication
(10MF)

Geography
(10GE)

Woodwork
(10WK)

Engineering
(10EP)

Year 10 Elective Subjects



Domain: English

Students continue to challenge and develop their English skills from their previous years. 
Students will be assessed against Victorian Curriculum F-10 progression points in each of the 
strands.

The English curriculum helps students to engage imaginatively and critically with literature and 
to appreciate its aesthetic qualities. Students explore ideas and perspectives about human 
experience and cultural significance, interpersonal relationships, and ethical and global issues 
within real-world and fictional settings.
Students are exposed to literature from a range of historical, cultural and social contexts. 
Through the study of texts, students develop an understanding of themselves and their place in 
the world. The English curriculum explores the richness of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
voices and voices from a wide range of Australian and world literature.

The English curriculum aims to ensure that students:

•	 learn to purposefully and proficiently listen to, speak about, read, view, write, create and 
reflect on a range of texts, through their historical, cultural and social contexts and across 
an increasing level of complexity.

•	 understand how to use Standard Australian English appropriately, and in combination with 
non-linguistic forms of communication, to create meaning

•	 develop interest and skills in examining and analysing texts, and develop an informed 
appreciation of the aesthetic aspects of literature

•	 appreciate, enjoy, analyse, evaluate, adapt and use the richness and power of the English 
language in all its variations to evoke feelings, form and convey ideas, and facilitate 
interaction with others.

Areas studied
•	 Film Text - Written Personal Response 
•	 Creative Response with Written Explanation and Persuasive Response 
•	 Written Argument Analysis with ATEEL Chart and Point of View - Oral Presentation 
•	 Analytical Text Response 
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Year 10 Core Subjects
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Areas studied
•	 Number and algebra 
•	 Pythagoras and Trigonometry 
•	 Simultaneous equations 
•	 Probability and statistics 
•	 Measurement 
•	 Functions with exponential 
•	 Quadratics 

Domain: Mathematics

Mathematics has its own value and aesthetic, and the Mathematics curriculum aims to build 
students’ appreciation of the power of mathematical reasoning as they develop mastery 
of the content in mathematics. It provides students with learning opportunities to develop 
mathematical proficiency, including a sound understanding of and fluency with the concepts, 
skills, procedures and processes needed to interpret contexts, choose ways to approach 
situations using mathematics, and reason and solve problems arising from these situations.  
Mathematics aims to ensure that students: 
solve problems involving growth and decay in financial and other applied situations, applying 
linear, quadratic and exponential functions as appropriate. 
substitute into formulas, find unknown values, manipulate linear and quadratic algebraic 
expressions, expand binomial expressions and factorise monic and simple non-monic quadratic 
expressions. 
solve problems involving linear equations and inequalities, quadratic equations and pairs of 
simultaneous linear equations and related graphs,  
represent linear, quadratic and exponential functions numerically, graphically and algebraically, 
and use them to model situations and solve practical problems.  
solve measurement problems involving surface area and volume of composite objects.  
apply Pythagoras’ theorem and trigonometry to solve practical problems involving right-angled 
triangles.  
compare univariate data sets by referring to summary statistics and the shape of their displays.  
plan and conduct statistical investigations involving bivariate data, including where the 
independent variable is time.  
represent the distribution of data involving 2 variables, using tables and scatterplots, and 
comment on possible association. 
compare the distribution of continuous numerical data, using various displays, and discuss 
distributions in terms of centre, spread, shape and outliers. 

Year 10 Core Subjects
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Areas studied
•	 Motion
•	 The Periodic Table
•	 The Universe
•	 Genetics
•	 Chemical Reactions 
•	 Evolution
•	 Climate Change

Domain: Science

Students analyse the importance of different scientific methods, critique, replication, publication 
and peer review in the development of scientific knowledge. They examine the relationship 
between science, engineering and technologies. They examine how different projected 
outcomes of the application of scientific knowledge to a selected socio-scientific issue may 
lead to varied support from individuals and groups in society. They discuss how scientific 
information and misinformation may inform personal and social decision-making and influence 
priorities for scientific research.

The Science Curriculum aims to ensure that students develop:

•	 an interest in science as a way of expanding their curiosity and willingness to investigate 
the changing world they live in

•	 a solid foundation of knowledge of the biological, chemical, Earth and space, and physical 
sciences

•	 an understanding of the dynamic nature of scientific knowledge, including historical and 
global contributions, and the roles of evidence, peer review and consensus

•	 an ability to select and integrate scientific knowledge and practices to explain, predict and 
understand phenomena and to apply understanding to new situations and events

•	 an understanding of scientific inquiry and the ability to use a range of scientific inquiry 
practices

•	 skills in data generation, representation, interpretation, analysis and evaluation
•	 an ability to solve problems, evaluate and debate scientific explanations and arguments, 

and justify conclusions and claims with evidence
•	 an ability to communicate scientific understanding and findings to a range of audiences
•	 an understanding of the relationship between science and society, including the diversity 

of science careers.

Year 10 Core Subjects
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Areas studied
•	 Art analysis and comprehension
•	 Pan, develop and present artworks
•	 Art elements and principles

Domain: The Arts - Visual Art
Year 10 Elective Subjects

Students analyse and evaluate how and why visual conventions, visual arts processes and 
materials are manipulated in artworks they create and experience. They evaluate how and why 
artists from across cultures, times, places and other contexts use visual conventions, visual 
arts processes and materials in their visual arts practice and/or artworks to communicate and/
or challenge ideas, perspectives and meaning, including the practices of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander artists. They evaluate how visual arts are used to represent, celebrate and 
challenge perspectives of Australian identity, including artworks by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples.

The Visual Arts curriculum aims to develop students’:
•	 conceptual and perceptual ideas and representations through inquiry processes
•	 knowledge and skills in using visual conventions, visual arts processes and materials
•	 critical and creative thinking skills through engagement with and development of visual arts 

practice and creative processes
•	 respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories and 

cultures of artists and craftspeople; visual arts as social and cultural practices; and industry 
as artists and viewers or audiences

•	 confidence, curiosity, imagination and enjoyment
•	 personal expression through engagement with visual arts practices and ways of expressing, 

representing and communicating.



Areas studied
•	 Manual and digital drawing
•	 The Design Process
•	 Application of elements and principles
•	 Technical Drawing Conventions

Domain: The Arts - Visual Communication Design
Year 10 Elective Subjects

Students analyse and evaluate how and why ideas and information are communicated in 
visual communication designs and solutions they design or experience. They evaluate the 
way designers across fields of design practice from different cultures, times, places and other 
contexts communicate ideas and information, including evaluating the practices of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander designers. They evaluate how designers celebrate and challenge 
perspectives of Australian identity in visual communications across fields of design practice 
and in different contexts.

Students select and apply visual language, methods, media and materials to generate design 
ideas, refine concepts and present solutions. They document, reflect on and annotate their 
own visual communication design practice. Students apply the visual communication design 
process to address a communication need and develop visual communication designs for 
target audiences and users. Students manipulate methods, media and materials and use 
visual language to produce visual communication designs to address a communication 
need for target audiences and users. They document and evaluate their use of the visual 
communication design process to present visual communication designs that address specific 
communication needs, audiences or users and different contexts.

The Visual Communication Design curriculum aims to develop students’:

•	 ability to work independently and collaboratively to find, reframe and address human-
centred design problems and opportunities

•	 creative design thinking strategies and visual communication design practices
•	 skills in drawing and making to develop visual communication designs using a range of 

media, materials and methods
•	 ability to manipulate the design elements and principles to communicate ideas and 

information across fields of design practice
•	 respect for and acknowledgement of the diverse roles, innovations, traditions, histories and 

cultures of designers; visual communication design as social and cultural practices; and 
industry

•	 understanding of design’s influence, and the influences of design in past, present and future 
contexts, including economic, technological, cultural, environmental and social factors.
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Domain: Health & PE - PE Development

Physical Education Development examines a range of coaching practices and their contribution 
to effective coaching and improved performance of an athlete. Students will explain the 
importance of cooperation, leadership and fair play across a range of health and movement 
contexts. They will also compare and contrast a range of action that could be undertaken to 
enhance their own and others’ health, safety and wellbeing. 

Moving our bodies 
•	 Apply movement concepts in new or challenging movement situations and analyse the 

impact they have on movement outcomes. 
•	 Analyse, apply and adapt their own and others’ movement skills in a range of challenging 

movement situations to enhance performance in indoor, outdoor and aquatic settings. 
•	 Create and refine movement strategies to achieve successful outcomes across a range of 

challenging movement situations. 
•	 Evaluate their own and others’ movement compositions and provide and apply feedback 

to enhance performance, including the impact of the movement elements of time, effort, 
space, people and objects. 

Learning through movement 
•	 Devise, implement and refine strategies for decision-making when working in groups or 

teams that demonstrate leadership and collaboration skills. 
•	 Demonstrate fair play and reflect on how ethical behaviour can influence physical activity 

outcomes for individuals and groups. 

Areas studied
•	 Skill Acquisition
•	 Coaching
•	 Biomechanics 

Year 10 Elective Subjects
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In Year 10 Health, students will critically analyse contextual factors that influence their 
identities, relationships, decision and behaviours. The study analyses the impact of attitudes 
and beliefs about diversity on community connection and wellbeing. Students will investigate, 
access, synthesise and apply health information from credible sources to propose and justify 
responses to a variety of situations. They will also evaluate a range of health sources including 
Medicare, Private Health Insurance and Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme to inform health 
decisions. 

Identities and change 
•	 Evaluate factors that shape identities and evaluate how individuals influence the identities 

of others 
Interacting with others 
•	 Evaluate emotional responses in different situations to refine strategies for managing 

emotions to positively impact health and wellbeing 
•	 Propose strategies and actions individuals and groups can implement to challenge biases, 

stereotypes, prejudices and discrimination, and promote inclusion in their communities 
Contributing to healthy communities. 
•	 Critique health information, services and media messaging about relationships, lifestyle 

choices, health decisions and behaviours to evaluate their influence on their own, others’ 
and community’s attitudes and actions 

•	 Plan, rehearse and evaluate strategies (including first aid and CPR) for managing situations 
where their own or others’ health, safety or wellbeing may be negatively impacted at home, 
school and in the community 

•	 Plan, justify and critique strategies to enhance their own, others’ and community’s health, 	
safety, relationships and wellbeing 

Areas studied
•	 Respectful Relationships 
•	 Road Safety
•	 Health Promotion

Domain: Health & PE - Health
Year 10 Elective Subjects



Physical Education Performance examines the biological, physiological, psychological, 
social and cultural influences on performance and participation in physical activity. This study 
enables students to apply criteria to make judgements about and refine their own and others’ 
specialised movement skills and movement performances. Students will work collaboratively 
to design and apply solutions to movement challenges. 

Moving our bodies 
•	 Apply movement concepts in new or challenging movement situations and analyse the 

impact they have on movement outcomes. 
•	 Create and refine movement strategies to achieve successful outcomes across a range of 

challenging movement situations. 
Making active choices 
•	 Design, implement and evaluate personalised plans for improving or maintaining their own 

or others’ physical activity levels to achieve health-related fitness, health and wellbeing 
outcomes. 

Learning through movement 
•	 Transfer and adapt skills and strategies from previous experiences to create successful 

outcomes in unfamiliar movement situations. 
•	 Demonstrate fair play and reflect on how ethical behaviour can influence physical activity 

outcomes for individuals and groups. 

Areas studied
•	 Training programs
•	 Fitness testing 
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Domain: Health & PE - PE Performance
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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Learning in History is investigative, interpretive and creative. It asks and responds to 
questions about the past that give meaning to our shared histories and experiences, and 
helps in understanding ourselves and the actions of others.

•	 an interest in, and enjoyment of, historical study for lifelong learning and work by 
cultivating a sense of wonder and curiosity 

•	 understanding and use of historical concepts and skills, including historical questions, 
chronology, using historical sources, continuity and change, causes and consequences, 
historical significance and communicating 

•	 the capacity to undertake historical inquiry, including skills in analysing and using 
sources, and in explaining and communicating arguments. 

•	 use historical sources to identify and analyse the perspectives of individuals and groups 
in the modern world and use these perspectives to understand the beliefs, values and 
attitudes of the individuals and societies studied.  

•	 analyse short- and long-term causes and intended and unintended consequences 
of significant events, individuals, ideas and developments and their relationships to 
continuity and change 

•	 criteria informed by historical questions to evaluate the historical significance events, 
ideas, individuals, groups, movements and developments of the modern world. 

 

Areas studied
•	 Historical Skills 
•	 Historical Concepts 
•	 Australia at War – WWII (1939 - 1945) 
•	 Asia (1750 – present) 
•	 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ rights and freedoms (1938 – present) 
•	 The globalising world (1945 – present)

Domain: Humanities - History
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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Civics and Citizenship empowers students to value their belonging and contribution to their 
respective communities and beyond. It gives students a deep understanding of the world they 
live in now and teaches them to appreciate and respect diversity. A deep understanding of 
Australia’s federal system of government and the liberal democratic values that underpin it is 
essential in enabling students to become active and informed citizens who can participate in 
and sustain Australia’s democracy. 
•	 a lifelong engagement with civic life as active and informed citizens, who develop and 

maintain a sense of belonging in their communities in the context of Australia as a secular, 
democratic nation with a dynamic, culturally diverse and multi-faith society, with a Christian 
heritage, and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander nations 

•	 an understanding of and a commitment to the core concepts of active citizenship from 
local to global; community, identity and diversity; democratic institutions and systems; 
democratic values; and legal systems 

•	 skills including investigating contemporary civics and citizenship issues; evaluating 
democratic institutions and systems; participating in civic processes; and communicating 

•	 the capabilities and dispositions to participate responsibly in the civic life of their communities 
and as people in an interconnected and interdependent world. 

Domain: Humanities - Legal Studies
Year 10 Elective Subjects

Areas studied
•	 Civics and citizenship skills
•	 Government and democracy
•	 Law and citizens
•	 Citizenship, diversity and identity
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Geography is a structured way of exploring, analysing and understanding the world as the 
home of humans and a diversity of places, environments and peoples. It teaches distinctive 
ways of perceiving and thinking about the world and the relationships between humans and 
the environment.

•	 a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect for places, environments, people and cultures 
throughout the world 

•	 the ability to think geographically, using geographical concepts. 
•	 evaluate interconnections between people and places and environments. 
•	 analyse changes that result from these interconnections and their consequences. 
•	 create explanations and actions, using geographical knowledge, methods and concepts, 

and they synthesise and reference findings from appropriate sources. 
•	 develop and evaluate strategies using criteria, recommend a strategy and explain the 

predicted impacts.  

Areas studied
•	 Geographical Skills 
•	 Geographical Concepts 
•	 Environmental Change and management 
•	 Geographies of human wellbeing 
•	 Geographical Fieldwork 

Domain: Humanities - Geography
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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The Economics and Business curriculum offers opportunities for students to develop knowledge 
and skills relevant to economic literacy, business and entrepreneurship, work and financial 
literacy. Students require this knowledge and these skills to lead successful, productive and 
financially stable lives as Australian citizens, voters and participants in the economy. 

•	 analyse the circular flow model of the economy and assess the appropriateness of specific 
government and Reserve Bank of Australia economic interventions through fiscal and 
monetary policy 

•	 explain the interdependence of the different sectors of the economy, identify and analyse the 
economic indicators used to measure economic performance, and assess the implications 
of Australia’s participation in the global economy via international trade. 

•	 how and why businesses can seek to create and maintain a competitive advantage and the 
role of entrepreneurship, marketing and public relations strategies in doing this 

•	 analyse the management of consumer and financial risks and rewards and consider the 
consequences of these. 

•	 able to develop and evaluate a response to an economics and business issue, using either 
cost-benefit analysis or criteria. 

•	 effectively evaluate sources for authenticity and validity and explain and present arguments 
about economics and business concepts and issues using economics and business 
terminology and knowledge. 

 

Areas studied
•	 Economic and Business Skills 
•	 Economic Literacy 
•	 Business and Entrepreneurship 
•	 Work  
•	 Consumer and financial literacy. 

Domain: Humanities - Business Studies
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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Students are introduced to the ancillary systems of an internal combustion engine. These 
include ignition, starting/charging, fuel, exhaust, cooling systems. There will be practical work 
to reinforce theoretical learning. Students will not only learn to identify components but also to 
determine serviceability and diagnose faults.
Students must supply their own protective clothing and work in accordance with industry 
standards of OH&S.

•	 Identify components and detail their function.
•	 Investigate the differences between the fuel options available in Australia.
•	 An awareness of emissions from internal combustion relative to the fuel type used.

Areas studied
•	 Diagnose common faults in various systems.
•	 Safe work practices and respect for equipment.
•	 LPG or methanol on the components of an internal combustion engine.

Domain: Technology - Automotive Studies
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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This unit is for students who wish to advance or gain skills in the Metal Fabrication industry. All 
students will be exposed to a number of different welding methods and machinery used in the 
industry. Initially students will use Gas welding to manufacture a project using the Brazing or 
Silver Soldering techniques.
Students will then be able to choose between MIG Welding and TIG Welding to complete a 
second project.
TIG Welding is a specialised welding process suited to the welding of Alloys and Stainless 
Steel.
MIG Welding is a welding process that can also be utilised for Stainless and Alloy but is very 
well suited to the welding of mild steel and is widely used in all aspects of the industry.
Students will learn the safe use and operation of many different types of equipment and 
processes and will follow industry level OH&S procedures at all times.
Costs: Students pay for their own materials to produce their projects. Students are required to 
wear fully enclosed leather footwear and overalls.

•	 Successfully complete selected weld coupons.
•	 Complete an investigation into either MIG or TIG Welding
•	 A folio with design brief, drawings, investigation, and analysis/evaluation.
•	 Production of own project using skills learnt.

Areas studied
•	 Metal Industry investigations. 
•	 Folio - Practical project 
•	 Evaluation of production 

Domain: Technology - Metal Fabrication
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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In this unit students will learn about a range of complex processes and range of cooking 
skills and techniques. Students will learn about design briefs, technical terms, and equipment. 
Students will learn OHS and foods safety. Students will analyse and make judgements on how 
the sensory and functional properties of food influence the design and preparation of ethical 
including sustainable food solutions for healthy eating. This will give students the understanding 
of VET Cookery.

•	  experimenting with food preservation or preparation methods
•	 conducting sensory and nutritional assessment
•	 conducting taste comparisons
•	 investigate ways innovations may influence human health and sustainability
•	 considering factors that influence the preparation and presentation of foods

Areas studied
•	 The application of hygiene and safety rules for commercial and domestic kitchens.
•	 Food styling menu and recipe design
•	 Food costing
•	 Food wastage
•	 Knife and equipment skills
•	 Cooking vocabulary
•	 Hygiene and safety

Domain: Technology - Food Studies
Year 10 Elective Subjects



This unit is an introduction to basic furniture construction and associated design skills. To 
complete a work plan students will study the development of a range of products over a period 
of time to see how products change to meet human need. Students will view how design 
options are considered and how to justify their selection of appropriate ideas.
During the production phase specific safety requirements feature in their studies to prepare 
students for the use of hand tools, power tools and associated machinery used in the 
woodworking area.
When completing the projects students will evaluate the finished project by comparing it to the 
original plan and by assessing the improvement in their skill level over a period of time.
•	 Interpreting electrical drawings to determine components and their function in a circuit.
•	 Skills used in soldering and assembling of electrical components.
•	 Accuracy tests using measuring equipment when machining to work with an accuracy of 	
	 0.05mm.
•	 Research assignment on electrical test equipment and how to use multimeters.
•	 Working from drawings and logical instructions to construct project work.

Areas studied
•	 Investigation of the wood industry and woodwork
•	 Folio of practical woodwork projects
•	 Practical work evaluation

Domain: Technology - Woodwork
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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This unit is for students who wish to advance their skills in the Engineering workshop. Skills 
taught include reading and working from technical drawings to produce part for their project 
work as well as learning to sketch and dimension their own work plans. Precision machining, 
accurate measuring and marking out create a pathway to improve an understanding of accuracy 
and quality control used in the engineering industry.
Workshop safety and OH&S issues are studied in relation to working with machines such as 
centre-lathes and grinders during the manufacture of a range of projects. Pricing of materials 
and working from engineering supply manuals to produce quotations for a range of products 
will be produced on spreadsheets.
The work undertaken in this unit will help prepare students who decide to do V.E.T. Certificate 
2. Engineering in YR 11 as well as gaining advanced skills in the engineering environment.

Costs: Students are required to pay for material for some projects Topics/ skills covered.

•	 Accuracy tests using measuring equipment when machining to work with an accuracy of 	
	 0.05mm.
•	 Research assignment on electrical test equipment and how to use multimeters.
•	 Working from drawings and logical instructions to construct project work.

Areas studied
•	 OHS.
•	 Folio of practical engineering projects.
•	 Complete full design process

Domain: Technology - Engineering
Year 10 Elective Subjects
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The VCE is a minimum 2-year course of studies taught in Secondary Schools and Technical and 
Further Education (TAFE) Colleges under the administration of the Victorian Curriculum Assessment 
Authority (VCAA).

At KTHS Year 11 students will undertake 12 units (that is, 6 per semester) and Year 12 students will 
undertake 10 units (that is, 5 per semester). We also encourage Year 10’s to consider taking on a 
Unit 1 and 2 subject if they are capable.

To be awarded the VCE, students must satisfactorily complete 16 units of study. These 16 units 
must include:
•	 3 units of English (these units may be selected from VCE English or Literature but must 
	 include 3&4)
•	 Three sequences of Units 3 and 4 in studies other than English;
Units 1 and 2 can be completed as single units but Units 3 and 4 must still be taken as a 
sequence. To pass a VCE unit all specified unit outcomes must be satisfactorily completed.

Satisfactory Completion of the VCE

An outcome is what a student must know, or be able to do, in order to satisfactorily complete a unit 
as specified in the study design. A study design specifies the content for the study and how the 
students’ work is to be assessed.
Each VCE unit includes a set of two to four outcomes. These outcomes must be achieved by the 
unit deadline for satisfactory completion of the unit. The achievement of outcomes is based on the 
performance of assessment tasks designated for the unit.

Unit Outcomes

Each study specifies a number of assessment tasks that are set by the teacher to assess students’ 
achievements of the unit outcomes.
On the basis of the work done by the students each outcome will be assessed as either 
S (satisfactory) or N (not satisfactory). The assessment tasks are reported as raw score 
percentages...

Assessment of VCE Units 1 and 2

All studies have a combination of both school assessment and examination(s). There will be three 
assessments reported as grades (A+ to E; UG) for each study.
School-based assessments are set by your teacher and include School-assessed Coursework 
(SAC) that is completed at school, and School-assessed Tasks (SAT) that are completed at school 
and home. These are marked at your school. The VCAA checks the marks to make sure that all 
schools in Victoria.

Assessment of VCE Units 3 and 4

All Unit 3&4 studies have at least one examination in November. Performance/oral examinations 
are held in October.

Examinations

VCE

VCE/ VET/ Vocational Major
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Students’ overall achievements for each study will be calculated and reported as a Study Score on 
a scale of 0 to 50. To qualify for a Study Score, a student must have satisfactorily completed both 
Units 3 and 4 in that study.
 
 
Universities and TAFE colleges use various means to select students for tertiary courses. Some of 
the selection mechanisms include:
•	 The completion of prescribed pre-requisite VCE Units (often to a minimum study score).
•	 Interview.
•	 Folio (for example, a selection of art works).
•	 Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR).
•	 Reference.
•	 Scores on Examinations.
•	 Undergraduate Medicine & Health Sciences Admission Test (UMAT).
It is important for students to be aware of pre-requisite units of study when determining their VCE 
program, particularly if they have a specific tertiary course they wish to undertake. 

The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) assists Tertiary Institutions such as Universities 
and TAFE colleges with the selection of students into University and some TAFE courses. Essential 
requirements and admission criteria are listed within each course entry on CourseSearch and may 
vary for different applicant groups. You will be considered current year 12 students 

A main criterion for tertiary course selection is the Australian Tertiary Admissions Rank (ATAR), 
which is calculated by VTAC. The ATAR is a percentile ranking of students at Year 12. For example, 
an ATAR of 70 means that the student has scored better than 70% of other students. Details of the 
ATAR can be found in the document “ATAR into Tertiary Study,” published by VTAC. 
www.vtac.edu.au 

Study Scores

VCE/ VET/ Vocational Major

https://delta.vtac.edu.au/coursesearch/#/search
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Vocational Major VCE VM

The VCE Vocational Major (VM) is a new vocational and applied learning program that sits within 
the VCE. It comprises of four subjects that have been added to the VCE subjects offered. The new 
Vocational Major has an ‘Applied Learning Approach’ which involves students engaging in relevant 
and authentic learning experiences.
The Vocational Major is the replacement for the Intermediate and Senior VCAL and is a two-year 
program at Years 11 and 12.

The Vocational Major will prepare students for a transition into apprenticeships, traineeships, further 
education and training. There can be university access through alternative entry programs, and it 
also provides direct access into the workforce.
There are no external examinations for the VCE VM studies and therefore students completing a 
Unit 3 & 4 subject will not receive a Study Score (as they do in VCE) and are not eligible for an ATAR.

What is the VCE Vocational Major (VM)?

The VCE VM has specific subjects designed to prepare students for a vocational pathway. Students 
study four specific subjects; VM Numeracy (or through VCE Foundation Maths), VM Literacy, VM 
Personal Development Skills, VM Work Related Skills and a VET Certificate). Students at the college 
will also have the ability to study Units 1 & 2 VCE subject and complete structured work placements.
Each subject has four units (students complete two units each year) and each unit has a set of 
outcomes which are assessed through a range of learning activities and tasks. Students have the 
opportunity to apply their knowledge and skills in practical setting and also undertake community-
based activities and projects that involve them working in a team.

What do students have to do to complete their VCE VM?
Students must satisfactorily complete at least 16 units over the two years of the VM Certificate 
including:
•	 3 VCE VM Literacy or VCE English units (including a Unit 3-4 sequence

3 other Unit 3-4 sequences (mainly from the list below)
•	 2 VCE VM Numeracy or VCE Foundation/General Mathematics units
•	 2 VCE VM Work Related Skills units
•	 2 VCE VM Personal Development Skills and
•	 2 VET credits at Certificate II or above (180 hours)
•	 Students will also undertake structured workplace learning relating to their VET certificate

Satisfactory Completion of a VCE or VM unit
The decision to award a Satisfactory or Not Satisfactory is determined at the school level of each 
unit. The decision is based on the work submitted and completed by the student and must follow 
VCAA, and school rules and procedures.

How is the VCE VM structured?



64

An SBAT offers students the option of combining a senior secondary program with part-time 
employment, school and training. The program is undertaken under a Training Contract with an 
employer and has a training plan registered with the Victorian Registration and Qualifications 
Authority (VRQA). The training must lead to a nationally recognised qualification. Head Start is a 
program that supports students in years 10-12 to participate in a school-based apprenticeship and 
traineeship (SBAT) program to develop skills, capabilities and confidence that employers in growth 
industries need.

SBAT students receive paid on-the-job training that contributes to their VCE, VCE Vocational Major 
or VPC and leads to a qualification.

For further information on SBAT’s please see Mr Henry to arrange meeting with Kristen Noles our 
HEADSTART Coordinator.

School Based Apprenticeships and Traineeships

 VET - Vocational Education and Training
The Vocational Education and Training in Schools program (VETiS) enables VCE students to 
complete their studies as well as a vocational certificate that is nationally recognised (including the 
new part-time apprenticeships). 
The program enables both students who wish to pursue further education as well as those who will 
be seeking a job after Year 12 to gain additional qualifications while at school.
VET in Schools is a viable option for those students who want to gain industry experience before 
leaving school so that they can make considered decisions about their post-school destinations.
VET is now a component part of the VCE.
Students starting an education/training pathway at school via VET in the VCE has a number of 
positive advantages:
Students gain industry specific training and experience, in the work place, along with nationally 
recognised qualifications. They possess ‘hands-on’ skills acquired in the workplace, which makes 
them highly employable.

After completing school they have the opportunity to articulate into apprenticeships, traineeships 
and education and training programs that meet the skill needs of their local communities. 

•	 Keeping the youth of the region, in the region, has been identified as one of the integral 
	 requirements of successful development and growth in rural communities. 
•	 VET Certificates can contribute to the ATAR. 
•	 Each VET program requires some work placement. SWL this provides an opportunity for 
	 employers and students to develop connections and exposure to a number of industries in 
	 the area. 
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Victorian Pathways Certificate VPC

The Victorian Pathways Certificate (VPC) is designed for students who, for various reasons, aren’t 
able or ready to complete the VCE or VCE VM.
The VPC is normally completed in Year 11 and 12, but it can be started earlier or be finished over 
a period longer than two years. You can work out the best time for you to start and finish the VPC 
with your school.
The coursework is delivered at a more accessible level than the VCE and VCE VM. Your teachers 
assess your progress through classroom activities.
The VPC is not an option for all students and will be recommended to meet the needs of a specific 
student, decided in partnership with the student, parent and the school.

What is the Victorian Pathways Certicficate (VPC)?

You will be required to complete 12 or more units, including at least:
•	 2 VPC Literacy units (or units from the VCE English group including VCE VM Literacy)
•	 2 VPC Numeracy units (or units from the VCE Mathematics group including VCE VM 		
	 Numeracy)
•	 2 VPC Work-Related Skills units
•	 2 VPC Personal Development Skills units.

The remaining four units can come from 
•	 	 other VPC units or 
•	 	 a VET Certificate I or above subject.

You are also able to spend time learning in a workplace. 
or you are able to combine the VPC with 
•	 	 VCE or 
•	 	 VCE VM units, or 
•	 	 VET at Certificate I level or above.

How is the VCP structured? VPC subject requirements:
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Senior School Policies

The student diary contains policies that outline the student, teacher and school responsibilities as 
they relate to the VCE. It is important that students are aware of the contents of their dairy and that 
they retain it for reference throughout the year.

Student Handbook Policies

The timetable for Senior School is based on 6 blocks. Year 10 and 11 students will select 1 Unit 
from each block and Year 12 students will select a Unit from five of the blocks. The overall timetable 
blocking arrangement is known as the “Grid” and is generated from an initial survey of students 
(refer to the section “Selecting a VCE Course”).
KTHS operates on a 10-day timetable. Each Senior Study is allocated 10 periods per 10-day cycle.

Timetable

For all VCE units at 1 to 4 levels, the school undertakes the assessment internally. Students will 
receive ‘S’ (satisfactorily completed) or ‘N’ (not satisfactorily completed) for each unit undertaken. 
In order to satisfactorily complete a VCE Unit, students must satisfactorily complete all of the Unit 
Outcomes as outlined and detailed to students at the beginning of the units by their teachers.
In each unit, there will also be an assessment of performance levels. At Units 1 and 2 levels, each 
outcome has an assessment task that is reported as a raw score. If a student does not submit the 
assessment task, or does not submit it by the due date, he/she will receive NA (not assessed) grade. 
At Units 3 and 4 level the assessment is a combination of School-assessed Coursework (some 
Studies also have School-assessed Tasks) and Examination.
At the beginning of each Semester deadlines and due dates for all school assessment are published 
in the Tech Talk and the School’s Internet Website.

Assessment

Students who have genuine reasons for submitting set work after a due date or deadline may apply 
for an extension of time to allow the work to be graded. A genuine reason may be an overnight illness 
or a medical/dental appointment. Students need to fill out the appropriate form obtained from the 
Senior School Manager. The Senior School Manager, in consultation with the classroom teacher, 
will decide if an extension of time is warranted. Appropriate evidence e.g. a medical certificate, will 
be needed to support the application. Extensions will not be given for reasons that are within the 
student’s control e.g. Driving tests, shopping, non school related trips, including family holidays. The 
VCAA clearly states that failure of technology is not a reason for extension of time.
Where a student has an extended illness or major problem that affects a number of studies then he 
or she needs to apply for special provision (see below). In addition, students in Unit 3 and 4 Studies 
who are affected in the completion of School-assessed Coursework must also apply for Special 
Provision.

Extensions of Time



It is a requirement for satisfactory completion of all units that students submit work that is clearly their 
own. Copying of another student’s work or work from other sources, or gaining undue assistance 
is unacceptable. The VCAA clearly directs students to the requirements that they must regularly 
produce evidence to their teachers regarding the development of their work eg. drafts, log entries 
etc. so that both student and teacher can attest that work submitted is the product of the student. 
These requirements are designed to protect students, but they clearly state that the submission of 
previously unsighted work jeopardises a student’s chances of “S”.
Where breaches of this rule are suspected, an Authentication Panel is set up to investigate, and, if 
appropriate, to impose penalties.
The panel comprises:
•	 Assistant Principal
•	 Senior School Manager
•	 Relevant Domain Leaders.
In extreme cases, the result in an outcome or assessment task may be cancelled and hence the 
student would not satisfactorily complete the unit. In such cases both the student and VCAA will be 
advised and the student has the right of appeal.
The authentication rules for VCE are clearly set out for students in their student dairy as well as 
procedures to be followed when authentication cases are detected. The diary also provides details 
about procedures to be followed regarding appeals to decisions made by the Authentication Panel.

Authentication
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Students are required to be in attendance for more than 90% of class time. Failure to do so may 
result in the student’s work not being authenticated. This will necessitate the student being called 
before the Authentication Panel. Less than 90% attendance may also lead to an “N” result.

Attendance

Special Provision may be arranged for students who, for particular reasons, are not able to meet 
deadlines and due dates set by teachers. Special provision may be granted to students who are:
•	 Affected by a long term illness or Affected by illness for an assessment in Units 3 - 4.
•	 Disadvantaged by permanent disability.
•	 Disadvantaged because of a non-English speaking background.
•	 Affected by a traumatic event or other personal circumstance.
A Special Provision Panel has been set up to consider applications from students. This panel 
consists of:
•	 Assistant Principal.
•	 Senior School Manager
Students may also use a parent or any other suitable person as an advocate in presenting a case 
for special consideration to the panel.
Applicants for special provision will need complete a form providing details of the circumstances 
and relevant supporting documentation in writing on the appropriate request form available from the 
Senior School Manager. In cases of illness medical documentation will be required.
Details of the special provision policy are given in the student diary. Information is also given in this 
handbook about the procedures for a student appealing a decision made by the Special Provision 
Panel.

Special Provision
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All students at KTHS undertaking the VCE will be required to comply with a school/student agreement. 
This agreement outlines the responsibilities of senior students and recognises the need for senior 
students to express commitment to a two-year program of studies which demands motivation, 
self management skills and a co- operative endeavour between staff and students. A copy of the 
agreement can be found in each student diary.

Student Agreement

All students of Units 3 & 4 must submit the work required for a School-assessed Coursework Task 
or SAT by 4.00 pm on the specific date for submission. At 4 pm on those dates, the Senior School 
Manager will certify the submission of School-assessed Coursework Task/SAT by the due date. No 
work can be accepted after that time except by authorisation of the Special Provision Panel.
All students of Units 3 and 4 must have submitted all parts of all the assessment tasks to a satisfactory 
standard by
4.00pm on the last specified date of each semester for their units. These dates are clearly indicated 
to students at the beginning of each semester.

All students of Units 1 and 2 must ensure that they meet the due dates of assessment tasks as 
specified by their teachers, and again, the timeline is 4.00 pm on the relevant dates.

Due Dates for Work

KTHS recognises the needs of mature age people wishing to take up interrupted studies, and has a 
policy of accepting mature age applicants conditional upon the endorsement of a panel which may 
consist of the Principal or Assistant Principal and Year Level Coordinator (if the student is returning 
to KTHS) or the Senior School Manager. Mature age students may take up the option of a support 
person at KTHS.

Returning to Study
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Senior Selection Process
The process of selecting a senior course involves a four-stage process. These stages are listed 
as:
1.	 Subject Choices made from a list of VCE and VET Units on offer at KTHS.
2.	 The senior Grid constructed from data obtained from the subject choices.
3.	 Any students who have chosen subjects, which KTHS is not able to offer, or who have 
	 chosen subjects, which clash on the grid, will be further counselled and asked to make 
	 another selection.
4.	 Student/parent Interview with a panel of counsellors. Linking subject selections are 
	 appropriately aligned to career pathways, capabilities and skills. 
Every endeavour will be made to accommodate the student preferences from the initial choices. 
However, the construction of the Grid may mean that some students will be required to make 
changes from their initial preferences. In making an informed decision in the selection of a course, 
students in Year 9, 10 and 11 need to take note of the following sections:

Year 10 students will be given an initial choice sheet to fill out – In making selection of Units, students 
will need to take into consideration the following:
•	 Students should consult subject teachers and Domain leaders at the Senior School Expo to 
	 get more information about each Unit content.
•	 The career wanted. This will mean investigating the appropriate Units that match the career 
	 in terms of recommended Units and pre-requisite Units.
•	 Students need to discuss with their subjects selected with their current teachers to obtain r
	 ecommendations. The student requires the signature of each Teacher on the selection sheet 
	 to acknowledge their consultation.
•	 Parents need to sign the subject choice sheet.
•	 Once selections are complete the Senior School Manager or Careers Adviser will run 
	 counselling sessions to ensure a reasonable selection of units has been done.

Year 10 Students Undertaking VCE / VET

Year 11 & 12 Students Completing their VCE / VM / VET

Students will need to consider the following when completing their subject choice sheet:
•	 Refer to selections made in the counselling interviews held last year.
•	 For the proposed tertiary course are all the pre-requisite units selected?
•	 Parents need to sign the subject choice sheet.
•	 VCE requires commitment, organization and a regular work schedule from day one of each 
semester.
•	 VCE requires an increasing emphasis on student responsibility for learning. Students will 
be expected to initiate, undertake and review independent projects. Students will receive guidance 
from teachers, but ultimately, the product is theirs.
•	 An essential part of VCE success is efficient student management of time and tasks. All 
Senior School students receive a diary with study management techniques and advice. All tasks in 
VCE have due dates and each semester has a deadline; students must learn to work within given 
time frames and the diary is the appropriate tool to organize this. KTHS encourages parents to 
assist student progress through the diaries.
Contact People:
•	 Senior School Manager: Nathan Henry
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Under certain conditions, tuition is available in subjects not available in the school, through the 
Virtual School Victoria or the VVLN based at Bendigo Senior Secondary College.

For a student to be granted permission to study via these method they must show ability to work 
independently of others and submit an application to the School Principal and Senior School Manager 
detailing their request to study via VSV.

The VSV centre has very strict guidelines on eligibility for enrolment and the most likely acceptances 
are:
•	 Students transferring from one school to another during the year and are unable to continue 
	 a subject; and
•	 Students committed to studying a subject not available in the school, for example, Foreign 
	 Languages

Studying a subject by correspondence requires an independent approach and a strong sense of 
self-discipline and organization.

Virtual Learning (Other Subjects)

The Arts English Health & PE Humanities Mathematics Science Technology

Art Creative 
Practice

1 & 2
3 & 4

English
1 & 2
3 & 4

Physical 
Education

1 & 2
3 & 4

Legal 
Studies
1 & 2
3 & 4

Foundation
Mathematics

1 & 2
3 & 4

Biology
1 & 2
3 & 4

VET
Automotive

1 & 2
3 & 4

Visual   
Communication 

Design
1 & 2
3 & 4

Health & Human 
Development

1 & 2
3 & 4

Modern History
1 & 2

General
Mathematics

1 & 2
3 & 4

Chemistry
1 & 2
3 & 4

VET
Cookery

1 & 2
3 & 4

Revolutions
3 & 4

Mathematical
Methods (VVLN)

1 & 2
3 & 4

Physics
1 & 2
3 & 4

VET
Furnishing

1 & 2
3 & 4

Australian 
History
3 & 4

Specialist
Mathematics 

(VVLN)
1 & 2
3 & 4

Psychology
1 & 2
3 & 4

VET 
Agriculture

1 & 2
3 & 4

Business
Management

1 & 2
3 & 4

VET
Engineering

1 & 2
3 & 4
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Rationale

The study of English empowers students to read, write, speak and listen in different contexts. 
VCE English prepares students to think and act critically and creatively, and to encounter 
the beauty and challenge of their contemporary world with compassion and understanding. 
Students work to collaborate and communicate widely, and to connect with our complex and 
plural society with confidence.
Through engagement with texts drawn from a range of times, cultures, forms and genres, and 
including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander knowledge and voices, students develop insight 
into a varied range of ideas. They extend their skills in responding to the texts they read and 
view, and their abilities in creating original texts, further expanding their language to reflect 
accurately the purpose, audience and context of their responses.
By developing broad skills in communication and reflection, the study of English enables 
students to participate in their diverse, dynamic and multicultural world productively and 
positively.
VCE English and English as an Additional Language (EAL) 

English Study Design

Domain: English

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: Language and communication
•	 Unit 2: Language change
•	 Unit 3: Language variation and purpose
•	 Unit 4: Language variation and identity

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/english-and-eal/Pages/index.aspx
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Rationale

VCE Art Creative Practice introduces the role of art in contemporary and historical cultures 
and societies, and values the meaningful and unique impact of artists on the development 
of arts knowledge, tradition and experiences, both locally and globally. Students build an 
understanding of how artists, through their practice and the artworks they create, communicate 
personal experiences and ideas, and cultural values, beliefs and viewpoints. In this study, 
students view artworks and investigate the working practices of artists from different cultures 
and periods of time. Students are challenged to articulate their understanding of the meanings 
and messages contained within artworks and to examine the effects of artworks upon the 
viewers or audiences who experience them. Students learn to pose and solve problems, and 
work independently and collaboratively, to create and convey meaning through art making.
Throughout the study students have opportunities to construct knowledge and communicate 
personal interpretations by working as both artist and viewer or audience. In making artworks, 
students use their creativity to solve problems and experiment with visual language and 
expression. They create personal responses and meaning by applying diverse materials, 
techniques and art processes. Students develop skills in research, art history and critical 
theory to analyse, interpret and debate the ideas and issues that are raised by artworks and 
by artists in their practice.
VCE Art Creative Practice uses inquiry through art practice to develop students’ critical and 
creative thinking skills and individual responses through researching, exploring, experimenting, 
developing, reflecting, refining and resolving. Through Making and Responding, and through 
the presentation of artworks in different contexts, students understand and appreciate the role 
of visual art in past and present traditions, societies and cultures.
By building skills in visual literacy and creative and critical thinking, which are essential to 
both artist and viewer or audience, learning in VCE Art Creative Practice empowers young 
people to be discerning, and to engage with and make sense of what they see and experience. 
Students are equipped with practical and theoretical skills that enable them to follow pathways 
into tertiary art education, further training in art-related careers, as well as roles that require 
highly developed critical and conceptual engagement with ideas and issues. VCE Art Creative 
Practice also offers students opportunities for personal development and encourages them to 
make an ongoing contribution to the culture of their community through participation in lifelong 
art-making practices.
VCE Art Creative Practice Study Design

Art Creative Pratice  Study Design

Domain: Visual Arts - Art Creative Practice

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: Interpreting artworks and exploring the Creative Practice
•	 Unit 2: Interpreting artworks and developing the Creative Practice
•	 Unit 3: Investigation, ideas, artworks and the Creative Practice
•	 Unit 4: Interpreting, resolving and presenting artworks and the Creative Practice

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/ArtCreativePractice/Pages/index.aspx
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Rationale

The complex demands of 21st-century living have broadened the scope of the designer’s 
work, and the potential of design to solve ill-defined problems is recognised across sectors 
including business, industry and education. In response, VCE Visual Communication Design 
moves beyond practices focusing largely on appearance and function, and views the work 
of designers as part of larger systems and services addressing problems in sustainable and 
strategic ways. 
Contemporary designers understand that visual communication is viewed in increasingly fluid 
and rapidly changing contexts, and that today’s consumers are often co-creators of content 
and form. In response, they engage deeply with human-centred research practices to uncover 
problems, opportunities and emerging trends, while empathising with stakeholders’ needs, 
desires, behaviours and attitudes.
The study of VCE Visual Communication Design, therefore, seeks to cultivate future-ready 
designers who have a critical and reflective eye, a refined aesthetic sensibility, and who are 
equipped with the skills, knowledge and mindsets necessary to address the problems of life. 
Through exposure to the cultures and traditions of design practice, students learn how designers 
visually communicate ideas and information when designing for people, communities and 
societies. They develop the knowledge, skills and dispositions required of a multidisciplinary 
designer who is a reflective, responsible and empathetic practitioner equipped with agency 
and initiative.
VCE Visual Communication Design 

 Visual Communication Design Study Design

Domain: Visual Arts - Visual Communication Design

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: Finding, reframing and resolving design problems
•	 Unit 2: Design contexts and connections
•	 Unit 3: Visual communication in design practice
•	 Unit 4: Delivering design solutions 

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/visualcommunicationdesign/Pages/Index.aspx
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Domain: Business and Economics - Legal Studies

Rationale

In contemporary Australian society there are a range of laws existing to both protect the 
rights of individuals and to achieve social cohesion. These laws are made by bodies such as 
parliament and the courts and are upheld by a number of institutions and processes within the 
legal system. Members of a democratic society interact with laws and the legal system through 
many aspects of their lives and can also influence law makers. 
The study of VCE Legal Studies enables students to become active and informed citizens by 
providing valuable insight into their relationship with the law and the legal system. Students 
develop knowledge and skills to enhance their confidence and ability to access and participate 
in the legal system. They will learn to appreciate the underlying principles of the rule of 
law, how legal systems and processes aim to achieve social cohesion, as well as how they 
themselves can affect positive change to laws and the legal system. VCE Legal Studies equips 
students with an ability to research and analyse legal information and apply legal reasoning 
and decision-making skills. It also fosters critical thinking to solve legal problems. Further 
study in the legal field can lead to a broad range of career opportunities such as a solicitor, 
barrister, policy adviser, prosecutor, paralegal, legal assistant, as well as other careers in the 
courtroom, education and law enforcement.
VCE Legal Studies Study Design

Legal Studies Study Design

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: The presumption of innocence
•	 Unit 2: Wrongs and rights
•	 Unit 3: Rights and justice
•	 Unit 4: The people, the law and reform

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/legalstudies/Pages/Index.aspx


Domain: Business and Economics - Business Management

Rationale

In contemporary Australian society there is a range of businesses managed by people who 
establish systems and processes to achieve a variety of business objectives. These systems 
and processes are often drawn from both historical experience and management theories that 
are designed to optimise the likelihood of achieving success.
In studying VCE Business Management, students develop knowledge and skills that enhance 
their confidence and ability to participate effectively as ethical and socially responsible 
members of society, managers and leaders of the business community, and as informed 
citizens, consumers and investors. 
The study of VCE Business Management leads to opportunities across all facets of the business 
and management field such as small business owner, project manager, human resource 
manager, operations manager or executive manager. Further study can lead to specialisation 
in areas such as marketing, public relations and event management. 
VCE Business Management Study Design

Business Management Study Design

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: Planning a business
•	 Unit 2: Establishing a business
•	 Unit 3: Managing a business
•	 Unit 4: Transforming a business
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Rationale

The study of VCE History assists students to understand themselves, others, and the 
contemporary world, and broadens their perspective by examining events, ideas, individuals, 
groups and movements. Students of VCE History develop social, political, economic and 
cultural understandings of the conditions and features which have helped shape the present. 
They also explore continuity and change: the world is not as it has always been, and it will 
be subject to change in the future. In this sense, history is relevant to contemporary issues. It 
fosters an understanding of human agency and informs decision making in the present.
The study of VCE History fosters the ability to ask searching questions, to engage in 
independent research and to construct arguments about the past based on evidence from 
historical sources. Historical comprehension enables a source to be understood in relation to 
its context; that is, students make links between the historical source and the world context in 
which it was produced.
We can never know the whole past. Historical knowledge rests on the interpretation of historical 
sources that are used as evidence. Furthermore, judgments about historical significance made 
by historians are central to the discipline. Historians do not always agree about the meaning of 
the past; historical interpretations are often subject to academic and popular debate. Therefore, 
history is contested, and students develop an ability to work within this contested space to 
form their own opinions and to defend them using evidence. The study of VCE History equips 
students to enhance their critical thinking, take an informed position on how the past informs 
the present and future, and contributes to them becoming informed and engaged citizens.
VCE History Study Design

History Study Design

Domain: Humanities - History

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: Change and conflict
•	 Unit 2: The changing world order
•	 Units 3 and 4: Australian history
•	 Units 3 and 4: Revolutions
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/history/Pages/Index.aspx


Domain: Health & Physical Education - Physical Education

Rationale

The study of VCE Physical Education enables students to integrate a contemporary 
understanding of the theoretical concepts of physical activity with practical application. This 
develops the knowledge and skills required to critically evaluate influences that affect their own 
and others’ participation and performance in movement.
Movement is a valid and valued context for learning that also provides students with the 
opportunity to appreciate the physical, social, emotional, mental and spiritual benefits associated 
with movement in promoting health and wellbeing. Therefore, movement experiences in VCE 
Physical Education encourage students to intrinsically appreciate movement while developing 
theoretical understanding. 
This study equips students with the appropriate knowledge and skills to plan, develop and 
maintain their involvement in physical activity, sport and exercise across their lifetime. The 
study also prepares students for employment and/or further study at the tertiary level or in 
vocational education and training settings in fields such as exercise and sport science, health 
science, education, recreation, sport development and coaching, health promotion and related 
careers.
VCE Physical Education Study Design

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: The human body in motion (PE011)
•	 Unit 2: Physical activity, sport, exercise and society (PE022)
•	 Unit 3: Movement skills and energy for physical activity, sport and exercise (PE033)
•	 Unit 4: Training to improve performance (PE034). 

Phiysical Education Study Design 
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/physicaleducation/Pages/Index.aspx


Rationale

VCE Health and Human Development provides students with a broad understanding of health 
and wellbeing that reaches far beyond the individual. They learn how important health and 
wellbeing is to themselves and to families, communities, nations and global society. Students 
explore the complex interplay of biological, sociocultural and environmental factors that 
support and improve health and wellbeing, and those that compromise it. The study provides 
opportunities for students to view health and wellbeing, and human development, holistically 
– across the lifespan and the globe, and through a lens of social justice.
VCE Health and Human Development is designed to build health literacy. As individuals 
and as citizens, students develop their ability to navigate and analyse health information, to 
critically recognise and carry out supportive action, and to evaluate healthcare initiatives and 
interventions. They take this capacity with them as they leave school and apply their learning 
in positive and resilient ways through future changes and challenges.
VCE Health and Human Development offers students a range of pathways including further 
formal study in areas such as health promotion, community health research and policy 
development, humanitarian aid work, allied health practices, education, and the health 
profession. 
VCE Health & Human Development Study Design

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: Understanding health and wellbeing (HH011)
•	 Unit 2: Managing health and development (HH022)
•	 Unit 3: Australia’s health in a globalised world (HH033)
•	 Unit 4: Health and human development in a global context (HH034)

Domain: Health & Physical Education 
Health and Human Development

Health & Human Development Study Design
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/health-human-development/Pages/Index.aspx
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Rationale

This study is designed to provide access to worthwhile and challenging mathematical learning 
in a way 
which takes into account the interests, needs, dispositions and aspirations of a wide range of 
students, and introduces them to key aspects of the discipline and its applications. It is also 
designed to promote students’ awareness of the importance of mathematics in everyday life in 
a technological society and globalised world, and to develop confidence and the disposition to 
make effective use of mathematical concepts, processes and skills in practical and theoretical 
contexts.

Foundation Mathematics Units 1–4 provide for the continuing mathematical development of 
students with respect to problems encountered in practical contexts in everyday life at home, 
in the community, at work and in study.

General Mathematics Units 1–4 provide for the study of non-calculus and discrete 
mathematics topics. They are designed to be widely accessible and provide preparation for 
general employment, business or further study, in particular where data analysis, recursion 
and financial modelling, networks and matrices are important. Students who have done 
only Mathematical Methods Units 1 and 2 will have had access to assumed key knowledge 
and key skills for General Mathematics Units 3 and 4 but may also need to undertake some 
supplementary study.

Mathematical Methods Units 1–4 provide for the study of simple elementary functions, 
transformations and combinations of these functions, algebra, calculus, probability and 
statistics, and their applications in a variety of practical and theoretical contexts. They also 
provide background for further study in, for example, science, technology, engineering and 
mathematics (STEM), humanities, economics and medicine.

Specialist Mathematics Units 1–4 provide for the study of various mathematical structures, 
reasoning and proof. The areas of study in Units 3 and 4 extend content from Mathematical 
Methods Units 3 and 4 to include rational and other quotient functions as well as other advanced 
mathematics topics such as logic and proof, complex numbers, vectors, differential equations, 
kinematics, and statistical inference. They also provide background for advanced studies in 
mathematics and other STEM fields. Study of Specialist Mathematics Units 3 and 4 assumes 
concurrent study or previous completion of Mathematical Methods 
Units 3 and 4.

Domain: Mathematics

Mathematics Study Design

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/foundationmathematics/Pages/Index.aspx
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Rationale

VCE Biology enables students to investigate the processes involved in sustaining life at cellular, 
system and species levels. In undertaking this study, students develop an understanding that, 
in the dynamic and interconnected system of life, all change has consequences that may affect 
an individual, a species or the collective biodiversity of Earth. Students gain insights into how 
molecular and evolutionary concepts and key science skills underpin much of contemporary 
biology, and how society applies such skills and concepts to resolve problems and make 
scientific advancements.
In VCE Biology, students develop and enhance a range of inquiry skills including practical 
experimentation, research and analytical skills, problem-solving skills including critical and 
creative thinking, and communication skills. Students pose questions, formulate hypotheses, 
conduct investigations, and analyse and critically interpret qualitative and quantitative data. 
They assess 
the limitations of data, evaluate methodologies and results, justify their conclusions, make 
recommendations and communicate their findings. Students use biological knowledge, 
scientific skills and ethical understanding to investigate and analyse contemporary bioethical 
issues and communicate their views from an informed position.
VCE Biology provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and can lead to a 
range of careers. Branches of biology include botany, genetics, immunology, microbiology, 
pharmacology and zoology. In addition, biology is applied in many fields of human endeavour 
including bioethics, biotechnology, dentistry, ecology, education, food science, forestry, health 
care, horticulture, medicine, optometry, physiotherapy and veterinary science. Biologists 
work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire research, environmental management and 
conservation, forensic science, geology, medical research and sports science. 
VCE Biology Study Design

Biology Study Design

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: How do organisms regulate their functions?
•	 Unit 2: How does inheritance impact on diversity?
•	 Unit 3: How do cells maintain life?
•	 Unit 4: How does life change and respond to challenges?

Domain: Science - Biology

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/biology/Pages/Index.aspx
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Rationale

VCE Chemistry enables students to investigate a range of chemical, biochemical and 
geophysical phenomena through the exploration of the nature of chemicals and chemical 
processes. Sustainability principles, concepts and goals are used to consider how useful 
materials for society may be produced with the least possible adverse effects on human health 
and the environment. In undertaking this study, students apply chemical principles to explain 
and quantify the behaviour of matter, as well as undertake practical activities that involve the 
analysis and synthesis of a variety of materials.
In VCE Chemistry, students develop and enhance a range of inquiry skills, such as practical 
experimentation, research and analytical skills, problem-solving skills including critical and 
creative thinking, and communication skills. Students pose questions, formulate hypotheses, 
conduct investigations, and analyse and critically interpret qualitative and quantitative data. They 
assess the limitations of data, evaluate methodologies and results, justify their conclusions, 
make recommendations and communicate their findings. Students apply chemical knowledge, 
scientific skills, and critical and creative thinking to investigate and analyse contemporary 
chemistry-related issues and communicate their views from an informed position.
VCE Chemistry provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and can lead to 
a range of careers. Branches of chemistry include organic chemistry, inorganic chemistry, 
analytical chemistry, physical chemistry and biochemistry. In addition, chemistry is applied in 
many fields of human endeavour including agriculture, bushfire research, dentistry, dietetics, 
education, engineering, environmental science, forensic science, forestry, horticulture, 
medicine, metallurgy, meteorology, nursing, pharmacy, sports science, toxicology, veterinary 
science and viticulture.
VCE Chemistry Study Design 2024–2027

Chemistry Study Design

Domain: Science - Chemistry

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: How can the diversity of materials be explained?
•	 Unit 2: How do chemical reactions shape the natural world?
•	 Unit 3: How can design and innovation help to optimise chemical processes?
•	 Unit 4: How are carbon-based compounds designed for purpose?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/chemistry/Pages/Index.aspx


Rationale

VCE Physics enables students to use observations, experiments, measurements and 
mathematical analysis to develop qualitative and quantitative explanations for phenomena 
occurring from the subatomic scale to macroscopic scales. They explore the big ideas that 
changed the course of thinking in physics such as relativity and quantum physics. While much 
scientific understanding in physics has stood the test of time, many other areas continue to 
evolve, leading to the development of more complex ideas and technological advances and 
innovation. In undertaking this study, students develop their understanding of the roles of 
careful and systematic observation, experimentation and modelling in the development of 
theories and laws. They undertake practical activities and apply physics principles to explain 
and quantify phenomena.
In VCE Physics, students develop and extend a range of scientific inquiry skills including 
practical experimentation, research and analytical skills, problem-solving skills including 
critical and creative thinking, and communication skills. Students pose questions, formulate 
hypotheses, conduct investigations, and analyse and critically interpret qualitative and 
quantitative data. They assess the limitations of data, evaluate methodologies and results, 
justify their conclusions, make recommendations and communicate their findings. Students 
investigate and evaluate physics-related issues and the impacts of physics research both 
locally and globally and communicate their views from a position informed by their knowledge 
of physics.
VCE Physics provides for continuing study pathways within the discipline and can lead to a 
range of careers. Physicists may undertake research and development in specialist areas 
including acoustics, astrophysics and cosmology, atmospheric physics, computational physics, 
communications, education, engineering, geophysics, instrumentation, lasers and photonics, 
medical diagnosis and treatment, nuclear science, optics, pyrotechnics and radiography. 
Physicists also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as bushfire research, climate science, 
forensic science, materials science, neuroscience, remote sensing, renewable energy 
generation, sports science and transport and vehicle safety.
VCE Physics Study Design 

Physics Study Design

Domain: Science - Physics

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: How is energy useful to society?
•	 Unit 2: How does physics help us to understand the world?
•	 Unit 3: How do fields explain motion and electricity?
•	 Unit 4: How have creative ideas and investigation revolutionised thinking in physics?
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/physics/Pages/Index.aspx


Rationale

VCE Psychology is designed to enable students to explore the complex interactions between 
thought, emotions and behaviour. They develop an insight into biological, psychological and 
social factors and the key science skills that underpin much of psychology. VCE Psychology 
is designed to promote students’ understanding of how society applies such skills and 
psychological concepts to resolve problems and make scientific advancements. The study 
is designed to promote students’ confidence and their disposition to use the information they 
learn in the study in everyday situations.  
Studying VCE Psychology enables students to develop their capacity to think, question and 
analyse psychological research and critically reflect on the findings of experiments and research. 
They are encouraged to use their problem-solving skills, including critical and creative thinking, 
to establish and articulate their understandings through their class discussions, practical work 
and written responses – all of which may help students to think deeply and critically about their 
own lives, manage life circumstances and reach personal goals.
Students who study VCE Psychology can consider a pathway within this discipline that can 
lead to a range of careers and roles that work with diverse populations and communities. 
Areas that registered psychologists may work in include clinical, developmental, educational, 
environmental, forensic, health, neuropsychology, sport and exercise, and organisational 
psychology. Psychologists can also work in cross-disciplinary areas such as academia and 
research institutions, medical research, management and human resources, and government, 
corporate and private enterprises, or as part of ongoing or emergency support services in 
educational and institutional settings. Students exposed to the study of VCE Psychology 
recognise the diverse nature of the discipline and career opportunities within the field. These 
opportunities include careers and roles that do not involve being a registered psychologist, 
including roles in aged, family and child services; case managers; communications specialists; 
counsellors; community health and welfare roles; health services support roles; human resource 
specialists; managers; marketing and market research roles; office administration roles; policy 
and planning roles; probation and parole services roles; and social work and teaching roles.
VCE Psycology Study Design

Psychology Study Design

83

Domain: Science - Psychology

Areas studied
•	 Unit 1: How are behaviour and mental processes shaped?
•	 Unit 2: How do internal and external factors influence behaviour and mental processes?
•	 Unit 3: How does experience affect behaviour and mental processes?
•	 Unit 4: How is mental wellbeing supported and maintained?

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vce/vce-study-designs/psychology/Pages/Index.aspx


Rationale

AUR20720 Certificate II in Automotive Vocational Preparation
VCE credit: Up to four units: two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 sequence.
Description: 
VCE VET Automotive is a pre-apprenticeship course is provided by the school in partnership 
with Australian Institute of Education and Training (AIET), RTO Code 121314. It provides 
students with knowledge and skills to enhance employability within the Automotive Industry.
To increase understanding of the diverse career pathways available within the industry the 
program includes and Industry Research module. Whilst completing modules, emphasis 
is placed on industry recognised safe work practices. As part of assessment, all modules 
require students to display knowledge and demonstrate the competence to complete 
practical tasks to an industry standard. Modules available include instruction on using 
electrical test equipment, engine rebuilding, clutch and gearbox repair, steering and 
suspension removal and brake systems repair.

Further information/useful links: www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vet/programs/automotive/automotive.
html http://trainingsupport.skills.vic.gov.au/curriculumDisplay.cfm

Structured Work Placement
Work placement is an integral part of this program. All students are encouraged to undertake 
at least 10 days in an automotive related industry to qualify for the certificate. 

Upon successful completion of all course requirements, the RTO will issue a Certificate. 
Whereby a student has attained only some units, the RTO will issue a Statement of 
attainment for those units.

This program will be delivered over the course of 2 years.
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Domain: VET - Automotive

VCE VET Automotive

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/automotive.aspx


Rationale

AHC20122 Certificate II in Agriculture
VCE credit: Up to five units: three units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 sequence.
Description: Certificate II in Agriculture is provided by the school in partnership with VEG 
Education, RTO Code45732. This entry-level qualification aims to introduce you to the 
Agricultural sector and provide the fundamental skills and knowledge that is needed to start 
working on a farm or station. You will learn about farm safety and maintenance; livestock and 
the basic requirements to establish, grow and harvest crops.
Core units
•	 AHCWHS202 Participate in work health and safety practices
•	 AHCWRK211 Participate in environmentally sustainable work practices
•	 AHCWRK212 Work effectively in the industry
•	 AHCWRK213 Participate in workplace communications
•	 12 elective units must also be completed.
This certificate is designed for students who wish to develop their skills and knowledge to 
assist farmers and graziers with growing crops and/or feeding and raising livestock. The 
qualification covers workplace health and safety, industry communication, farm maintenance, 
use of chemicals, animal husbandry and Fencing construction. Skills are developed in 
maintaining livestock feed and water supplies animal husbandry, mustering, moving and 
penning up livestock, and performing routine farm and equipment maintenance. Students will 
learn how to work effectively in the rural industry as well as the basic technical skills to be a 
supervised worker in the industry.
Career opportunities: Completion of Certificate II in Agriculture can provide students with 
the skills to work on properties or in rural enterprises engaged in primary production. 
Employment opportunities may exist in a number of designated sectors such as beef, dairy, 
sheep and wool production. With additional training and experience, future employment 
opportunities may include farm hand, station hand, farm supervisor, wool handler/classer.

Structured Work Placement
The students must also undertake work placement over the duration of the program. It 
is suggested that they undertake the placements in different seasons to maximize their 
experience. After school and weekend agriculturally based work the students do can count as 
part of this total in most cases.

Upon successful completion of all course requirements, the RTO will issue a Certificate. 
Whereby a student has attained only some units, the RTO will issue a Statement of 
attainment for those units.

This program will be delivered over the course of 2 years.
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Domain: VET - Agriculture

VCE VET Agriculture

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/agrhorconlm.aspx


Rationale

22632VIC Certificate II in Engineering Studies
VCE credit: Up to four units: two units at Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 sequence.
Description: 
Certificate II in Engineering Studies is provided by the school in partnership with Australian 
Institute of Education and Training (AIET), RTO Code 121314. It provides students with the 
practical skills and theoretical knowledge to undertake an apprenticeship in the engineering 
trades and look at diploma courses in engineering and their relationship to degree courses in 
engineering. Units 1 and 2 cover areas in basic machine processing, fabrication techniques, 
occupational health and safety principles, using power tools and using computers for 
engineering related work activities. Depending on the electives chosen, Units 3 and 4 cover 
areas such as producing basic engineering sketches and drawings, handling engineering 
materials, quality control in an engineering setting is studied as well as view sustainable work 
practices in an engineering environment.

Career opportunities: Certificate II in Engineering Studies prepares students for an 
engineering apprenticeship which can lead into a range of careers in the engineering and 
manufacturing industries, including roles in conception, design, manufacture, assembly, 
installation, repair, replacement, packaging and sales of a wide range of products. As a 
qualified tradesperson occupations may include: boiler maker, welder, tool/die maker, 
hydraulics/avionics/mechanical technician, draftsperson, mechanical fitter.

Upon successful completion of all course requirements, the RTO will issue a Certificate. 
Whereby a student has attained only some units, the RTO will issue a Statement of 
attainment for those units.

This program will be delivered over the course of 2 years.
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Domain: VET - Engineering

VCE VET Engineering

https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/engineering.aspx


Rationale

MSF20522 Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways.

VCE VET Furnishing program is provided by the school in partnership with Australian 
Institute of Education and Training (AIET), RTO Code 121314.  It is based on qualifications 
from the MSF Furnishing Training package may be eligible for:

•	 The award of MSF20522 Certificate II in Furniture Making Pathways.
•	 Recognition of up to four units.

The VCE VET Furnishing program consists of:

•	 Five core units of competency
•	 Seven elective units of competency

Description: VCE VET Furnishing covers a wide range of work areas within the furnishing 
industry. Students completing this program will have knowledge of timber and other 
furnishing materials and an ability to read plans while working on a range of projects. Units 
1 and 2 includes OH& S procedures, hand making timber joints and following plans to 
assemble production furniture. Elective units include providing basic emergency life support, 
joining solid timber, constructing a basic timber product and preparing surfaces for finish. 
Units 3 and 4 cover areas such as assembling furnishing components, using furniture making 
hand and power tools and constructing furniture using leg and rail method.

Upon successful completion of all course requirements, the RTO will issue a Certificate. 
Whereby a student has attained only some units, the RTO will issue a Statement of 
attainment for those units.

This program will be delivered over the course of 2 years.
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/furnishing.aspx


Rationale

SIT20421 Certificate II in Cookery 
On successful completion will be eligible for:
· the award of SIT20421 Certificate II in Cookery
· a minimum of four VCE VET units: Units 1 and 2, and a Units 3 and 4 sequence. VCE VET 
Cookery program is provided by the school in partnership with Quality Service Skills, RTO 
90791.
Description: Certificate II Cookery program aims to provide participants with the knowledge, 
skills, and competency that will enhance their employment prospects in the hospitality and 
service industries. Also enable participants to gain a recognised credential and to make an 
informed choice of vocation or career path.
SIT20421 Certificate II in Cookery This program option comprises a minimum of 13 units of 
competency: seven compulsory units and a minimum of one elective unit at the Units 1 and 
2 level and five compulsory units at the Units 3 and 4 level. Scored assessment is available 
for the Cookery qualifications. To gain a study score a student must: be competent in the 
prescribed training; complete all scored VCE VET assessments; and complete an end of 
year examination.

This qualification may prepare individuals with a limited range of food preparation and 
cookery skills to prepare food and menu items in a kitchen. Graduates typically provide 
routine and repetitive tasks and are directly supervised. This qualification does not provide 
the skills required by commercial cooks, which are covered in SIT30816 Certificate III in 
Commercial Cookery. 

Pathways may include employment into various workplaces within the hospitality industry 
such as restaurants, hotels, catering operations, clubs, pubs, cafés, coffee shops, 
institutions, aged care facilities, hospitals, prisons, and schools. Typical roles include 
breakfast cook, catering assistant, fast food cook, sandwich hand, and takeaway cook.
Upon successful completion of all course requirements, the RTO will issue a Certificate. 

Whereby a student has attained only some units, the RTO will issue a Statement of 
attainment for those units.

This program will be delivered over the course of 2 years.
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https://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/curriculum/vet/vce-vet-programs/Pages/hospitality.aspx
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Vocational Major VCE VM
Entry Requirements

A pathways meeting will be required for any student choosing a VCE VM Program.

VCE Vocational Major Literacy focuses on the development of the knowledge and skills 
required to be literate in Australia today. The key knowledge and key skills encompass 
a student’s ability to interpret and create texts that have purpose, and are accurate and 
effective, with confidence and fluency.
Texts will be drawn from a wide range of contexts and be focused on participating in the 
workplace and community. Further to this, texts are drawn from a range of sources including 
media texts, multimodal texts, texts used in daily interactions, and workplace texts from 
increasingly complex and unfamiliar settings.
As students develop these skills, they engage with texts that encompass the everyday 
language of personal experience to the more abstract, specialised and technical language of 
different workplaces, including the language of further study.

VCE VM - Literacy

The VCE Vocational Major Program

VCE VM - Numeracy

VCE Vocational Major Numeracy focuses on enabling students to develop and enhance 
their numeracy skills to make sense of their personal, public and vocational lives. 
Students develop mathematical skills with consideration of their local, national and global 
environments and contexts, and an awareness and use of appropriate technologies.
This study allows students to explore the underpinning mathematical knowledge of number 
and quantity, measurement, shape, dimensions and directions, data and chance, the 
understanding and use of systems and processes, and mathematical relationships and 
thinking. This mathematical knowledge is then applied to tasks which are part of the students’

The VCE Vocational Major (VM) is a vocational and applied learning program within the VCE 
designed to be completed over a minimum of two years. The VCE VM will give students greater 
choice and flexibility to pursue their strengths and interests and develop the skills and capabilities 
needed to succeed in further education, work and life.
It prepares students to move into apprenticeships, traineeships, further education and training, 
university (via non-ATAR pathways) or directly into the workforce.
The purpose of the VCE VM is to provide students with the best opportunity to achieve their personal 
goals and aspirations in a rapidly changing world by:
•	 equipping them with the skills, knowledge, values and capabilities to be active and 		
	 informed citizens, lifelong learners and confident and creative individuals; and
•	 empowering them to make informed decisions about the next stages of their lives 		
	 through real life workplace experiences.
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VCE Vocational Major Work-Related Skills (WRS) examines a range of skills, knowledge 
and capabilities relevant to achieving individual career and educational goals. Students 
will develop a broad understanding of workplace environments and the future of work and 
education, in order to engage in theoretical and practical planning and decision-making for a 
successful transition to their desired pathway.
The study considers four key areas: the future of work; workplace skills and capabilities; 
industrial relations and the workplace environment and practice; and the development of a 
personal portfolio.
Students will have the opportunity to apply the knowledge and skills gained from this study in 
the classroom environment and through Structured Workplace Learning (SWL).

VCE VM - Work Related Skills

VCE Vocational Major Personal Development Skills (PDS) takes an active approach to 
personal development, self-realisation and citizenship by exploring interrelationships 
between individuals and communities. PDS focuses on health, wellbeing, community 
engagement and social sciences, and provides a framework through which students seek to 
understand and optimise their potential as individuals and as members of their community.
This study provides opportunities for students to explore influences on identity, set and 
achieve personal goals, interact positively with diverse communities, and identify and 
respond to challenges. Students will develop skills in self-knowledge and care, accessing 
reliable information, teamwork, and identifying their goals and future pathways.
PDS explores concepts of effective leadership, self-management, project planning 
and teamwork to support students to engage in their work, community and personal 
environments. Through self-reflection, independent research, critical and creative thinking 
and collaborative action, students will extend their capacity to understand and connect with 
the world they live in, and build their potential to be resilient, capable citizens.

VCE VM - Personal Development

Students must 180hrs of a level II VET course, Students choose a VET option offered here at 
school please refer to the previous section relating to VET offerings at Kerang Technical High 
School.

VET Subjects

daily routines and practices, but also extends to applications outside the immediate personal 
environment, such as the workplace and community.
The contexts are the starting point and the focus, and are framed in terms of personal, 
financial, civic, health, recreational and vocational classifications. These numeracies are 
developed using a problem-solving cycle with four components: formulating; acting on and 
using mathematics; evaluating and reflecting; and communicating and reporting.
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ATAR: Australian Tertiary Admission Rank.

GAT: General Achievement Test undertaken by each student who is enrolled in at least one Unit 3 & 4 study.

Outcomes: These are sets of key knowledge and skills.

Outcome Tasks: A task set by the teacher to assess students’ achievements of unit outcomes.

Pre-requisite Studies: are those nominated by tertiary institutions that must be satisfactorily completed by students 

to be eligible for admission to a course.

S/N: S refers to Satisfactory Completion. N refers to Non-satisfactory Completion.

School-Assessed Coursework: Assessment set by teacher and completed at school at Unit 3 and 4 level. 

School-Assessed Tasks: Major Assessment tasks in selected Unit 3 and 4 Studies (Art and Visual Design and 

Development).

Semester: Half year.

Sequence: Two units of level 3 and 4 in the same Study. For example, English 3 & 4.

Special Provision: Arrangements that are made to allow students who are experiencing significant hardship the 

maximum opportunity to demonstrate both what they know and what they can do.

Statistical Moderation: The process to ensure that school’s assessments are comparable throughout the state. It 

involves adjusting each school’s coursework scores for each study to match the level and spread of the combined 

examination and GAT scores for the students in that school doing that study.

Study Design: The study design describes the units available within a particular study and prescribes the areas of 

study, outcomes and assessment for each of the units.

Study Score: A numerical score (0-50) awarded to students who satisfactorily complete Units 3 and 4 Studies and 

based on the assessment in these units.

Study: A subject. Most VCE studies are made up of 4 units, which are at levels 1, 2, 3 and 4.

TAFE: Technical and Further Education, a wide range of vocational and training courses available on over 100 

campuses in Victoria. Some require separate application forms for each course; some are applied for on the Tertiary 

Entrance Application Form.

Unit: A semester length course within a study. The Unit can be one of four levels 1, 2, 3 and 4.

Units 1 & 2: Units at the first two levels of study and of a level of difficulty usually associated with Year 11.

Units 3 & 4: Level of difficulty usually associated with Year 12.

VCE: Victorian Certificate of Education.

VET: Vocation Education and Training.

VTAC: Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre. The centre that processes student applications to most courses in tertiary 

colleges and universities as well as the major TAFE courses.

Glossary of Terms




